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|- Which may ſerve as 2 Storehouſe of C on 44 
fort to Religious Minds, in this Scafſai 
of Danger felt and feared. q 
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Immutability thereof, | 


Laijd for the Salvatioh of his Ele& ; with In- l 
fallible Marks and Signs of Eledtion, | 


fort to Religious Minds, in this Sealoay k: 
of Danger -felt and feared. 
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With the Immurability thereof, 


Laid for the Salvation of his Ele&,. with 
the Infallible Marks and Signs ans 
Gon, &c. From 


* 2 Th. 2, 19. 
Neverthulefs, the fendation of God flands ſure, = | 
baving this Seal, the Lord knoweth who are _ + © 
bis; aud let every one that nameth the names _ © 
Ents rn - 4 


ki: 4 Y. 
fort the EleCt, ane to perſuade all-men- 
in their ſeveral Callings to walk con- | 
ſcionably. 

Alf which are, abſeryed exa&ly ec: |. 
very-where, by our Apoſtle; more c-] 
ſpecially in theſe Epiſtles ro Timothy, 
in this @hapfer ag Text , moſl pun- 
Qtually,y 

Neither-may I ; 02-4 unto thy ſelf 
any other fr in Preaching or Woking 
It, Pa St.Paul did in orory th viz, 
w plain the truthrof Chriſt hid: from» 
y; to'ſuppreſs, by endeavour, Sin 
and falſe Opinions ; to' comfort' the 
deſpiſed Flock; tochear up theirdroop- 
65 et againſt dangers felt and fear- 


aud to perſuade. all that name the 
Name. of C rip fo OP from. ini- 
Fo». " quity | 
” + ., For the more cab entrance upon. 


_ ter briefly analyzed: where 
> divers Exhortations of 'St Pawkeo/ 
=» mithy,andin himto SNL OHafeh 
ME *6f Goa. "Ag; RUS oat 5 tab Jug 
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T5] 
Firſt, to be. yaliant,. chearful ,and 
careful jn the Grace and, Work. of 
Chriſt ; both to, teach perſonally, and 
ordain men fit and: able , faithfully tg 
| reach others, Ver.;l, 2 2, 
| Ir ſhould be our-meax, and drink tg 
| do; the-Will- of hig that-hath ſer us 
on, work. FF. # Kr 
gs Ordinances, ſuffer irre u- 
| | ; and therefore Chur $i} One 
FF nours muſt be TE nor Lo <permip 
| unlearned and. irreli -. men 10, in- 
| vade the Miniſteri ; :Fho - 
| like the: ſons. S. Eli, To ; 
Charatter of their, Di nity, W. 
contempt UDO, .the-D Yige b): 
Wy 16n-, RISE = 
> $ECON patiently to un o.the -- 
burden op, Office, in-the dp and 
| ferrows neceſſarily attending; thorn corny; 
| FZris Miniſters may not expe 
| «vay to.ſee Haleyon-days, nor the = 
F worldly favour: Conſtant fines | 
Age, like the eo ire. comes rarely 
h their. wdrk. be full 'of Digny 
oy, yer its full of danger. Mi 
A 3 F. 


S c— 
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are Stars, bur will be ofren muffled 
in Clouds ; they are , but ſhall 
meer with madly Wirk - which ſhall] - 
be apt to blow them on.”  Earher| | 
ſpake too true, when he faid , That 
; to be a faithful Preacher and nor micer 
with troubles, is impoſſible. The De- 
vil Wl raiſe. "ug whole/ Mi itia of 

He againſt n; and Tt 
all men.fuch have need, as'of 

fo of Patience. - 
WS 1. he gives two reaſons ; One 
n from the bond between them 
and Chriſt, as — db Soldier and 
his Caprain ; en £8 not only 
in the fair-and ſoft in the 
hot and bloody Agr The dther, 
; from the __—_ im "in two Si- 
,/ militudes; the firſt from a Wreſtler, 
w # ho ftriving law rok pat crown'd; | 

Per. 5 | of an Hmuband. 

SOR wh alher a1 Ire #4hur- 1 it] 
_ feethe moſt defireat 
» The labour of none, te 
*WAarc of none lol 
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bout theſe 
with-a 


| 1 

ſeas! were: high )'by reaſon of afficti- 
bn aadperſecutions which would c&#- 
minly®overtake* him --for " rhe" fame 
wathy i 7er.g.16, Gc:refling him, | 
"x. Fhitthoagh he were bound, yer 
theWord of 'Got'was not - bound, nor 
couldbe from \yorking. Men may as 
foon : fetter up theinfluence: ot the 
Sun, ſtop+the motion: of the d 
hitider the blowing of Winds : "ar, 
wiiever be bound , the Word of the 
Þor&A4hall ruh'and-be glorified; have 
&prevailing/P6Wer.”- St.\Paul preach- 


 Mgetthough a Prifoner; and fo did other 


V s in Queen Maries days. 
| ob3 Phan og of thoſe ſufferings 
would bg every-way profitable. Here- 
bythe##ord'would be more effectual ; . 
aswhen Paul ſuffered, the Goſpel was 
furtherd;\.Phil; r. 833 rhe Ble# more 
utavious ;- fo, the Brethren 'became 
"Gold Fa "bis bontls and were bound to 
ſpegkt the Word without fear : and the: 
Jufi - more ſure of reigning - with 
Chriſt who went before them in the: 
-_ *- amEpath, from the Croſs to Paradiſe, 


from © 


— 


| [5] 
from-ſuffering to glory. /t:became him 
to ſuffer and; enter int0 glory; and-it 
becomes his'Seryants to follow their 
Lord. Beſides; all thoſe. who for fear 
ſhall deny Chriſt, or his truth, here, 
ſhall. be:denied entrance into. Heayen 
by Chriſt, hereafter, He is not wor- 
thy of a Crown, that dares nor bleed 


to 10 1t... ' 
, M, He enjoyns- him ta ſup- 
preſs and oppoſe all Verbal Contro- 
verſies; Yer:4. and doubtful Diſpures, 
becauſe of ſome evil conſequents which 
ordinarily follow thereupon ;1as - 
I.//No profit to any: and, ore ® 
as the Shell-fiſh amongſt the Fews was 
accounted unclean, becauſe it had lirtle | 
meat, -and required a great deal of- la- 
bour to get-it-; ſo may: they be repu-- 
ted , who» feed upon hard Queſtions 
and unprofitable Difcourſes; ' andto 
as little purpoſe as thoſe in Rober- 
tusGattas his Dream, who laying aſide 
the pure.” Manchet , .fed.,upgn hard 
ſtones, -and ſo had- little nouriſhment 
atthe Feaſt, Niceties and: Criticiſms 
- £3, ; m 


C 


_—_—— — 
in Religion taking-up Mens thoughts, 
Faith and Holineſs are neglected, and 
and ſo they labour abour a Shell-fiſh, 


pick Bones-and feed not on Meat. 
2. The Subyerſion of the Hearers. 
- Miniſters therefore, ſhould ſtudy to 


divide the Word aright , apply 

to'the' capacity of their Hearers ; 

 masking the*Truth, that each Eye 
may ſee and every Soul be enamour'd 

with its hnpey » ſhunning as profane, 

© Per. 16. fo d terms and curious 
; © expreflions , which with their paint 
.- and meretricious. bravery, -keep out 
1 the light of ſolid Truth. . That's. the 
beſt Glaſs which moſt truly ſhews the 
* * "Face; not that which is richly ſer; with 
Pearls; and that's the beſt. ing, 

f —_ is ithche Con- 
ſcience ;* w th.phiy operis quam 
oftentationis, and ſpeaks the 


ur 


of 'tharayhich St. Petercalls the hid- 
den man of the heart ; to which, the | 
Plain-ſong always makes the beſt - 
- bes , | y ick. 


[11 

fick.,- Such was the praftice 'of 
Golden-mouth' of the Weſt, of = 
Mr. Bradford and the renowned Per. 
kins, of whom it is ſaid, that he came 
fo cloſe in his Applications, thar he 


was almoſt able to make his Hearers 


hearts fall down within them. 
This Evil here rebaked ; he com- 
"= to a Garngrene, Ver. 17, Which 
from part to part, till the whole 
be Feed, So it harh' been' with 
contentious  Verbaliſts , ſophiſtical 
Wranglers ;/who ſtudy more Crennfe 


than marrer, and dote more on a, Cti- ' 


ticiſm, than on a practical rruth;\catch 


more after 'ah * Elegancy "than a Pro- 


mile. 

For Example , he brings in Fiyme- 
nwurand Phileras ; ſhewing firſt their 
Opinion about the Reſurrettion, V.T8. 

and\then' the danper df it, dverr hrow- 
ing the faith" of Joe Ic muſt needs 


be a tr pinion indeed}, that 
--none vine wAvag and ſcatoral vv 
-ton(treus; bat'if ir hath had a Mo- 
ther, will alſo find a -Nurſe. 
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ſhall follow their pernicious ways. Aſad 


judgment upon them, who receive not 
the truth in Love.-- 

Fifthly, He endeayours to remove 
the offence might ariſe from the - fal- - 
ling away 'of ſuch , Yer. 19,20, 21. 
ſhewing, 

T1. That Gods-Ele& were exempt- 
ed from that danger ; being fixt- im- 
moveably in their Orb, like glittering 
and never falling Stars; Their foun- 
dation being of God, not in, or of 
themſelves. ©. | 


 .* 2. How Chriſtians might be afſu- 


red of -their Ele4ion; than which 


. - there could be no greater comfort on 


this ſide Heaven. 

23. That there-ever have been, are 
and will be:a* mixt multitude in 
Church ' ( the Moon hath” her fp 
and clouds. ate among the ſhats ;) 
comparing it to a great Houſe, «Where- 
in'are Veſſels of. gold, appointed ro Ho- 
mour;- and of wood , appointed- to. diſ- 
hiwour. Veſſels of gold and filver , im- 


r & 
\ .* 


plying diverfiry of gifts in the Ele&- 
| _ Veſſels 


[13] 
Veſſels of wood and earth,” ſhewi 
difference of ſin in Reprobates. Thoſs 
of Gold, muſt not run from thoſe-of 
Wood; God is and will be glorified in 
both. No final ſeparating from the 
true Church, becauſe of wicked men, 
Veſſels of diſhonour thereini © As God 
doth not, ſo neither muſt man} pu- 
| niſh the innocent} for the nocents 7 , 
flye from the chaff, deft. T ſhould be ſuch; | 
ſick St. Auguſtin; TI forſake not the , 
floor, leſt 1 Thould be nothing. Which 
conſideration, ſhould ſerve to qualifie 
the exceflive heat of ſome among us, 
who are zealous, but not. acareing fo 
knowleds., *-n+ 
Laſtly, He exhorrs toa peaceable 
colelfing of * Holineſs ; fhewing how 
iniſters ſhould behave 'themſelves.in 
' the Church, to work this in che hearts 
of people ; v1z. 
1: Toſhun youthful Luſts., So call'd, 
-becauſe youth is moſt ſubject to them. 
Neither are we men in Chriſt, till-we 
have in ſome meaſure. ſubdued«rhem; 
Vacerſtendiog here, the! Luft. of ris 


ving, 


" \. 


- 


[4] 
boaſting, and vain- olory; 1 not ex- 
ng wh evil motions of Concupt- 


= 


y.— 'To follow Righteouſneſs, Faith 
and Charity; in ſtudy, conference 
and diſputation; that fo , fooliſh and 
unlearned _— may be ever 
diſtaſtetul to 

3-» With ——_—_ and gentlene/ to 


ally 
an the ih right-hand , ——_ 2. hy 4 


bem in joint-again : ſo that Text runs; 
og yoke mhanegrcy or 
Chyrurgery 3 

fin?! muſt do en Chpmnmpians uſe ro 
do with broken bones and diſlocated 
joints, - who reſtore them with ten- 
derncks ; patiently expecting the mani- 
feſtarion of Divine goodneſs upon! 
themin their ce. Who woyld 
Wound thoſe, whom they deſign to- 
* cure? A. word will do more with 
| ſome,than a blow with others: Down-- 
' - blows do not always pierce dcep- 
oy oa ſpirirs are not often ef- 


hieacious," It is not the ſparkling 
ftlams; 


_[01n5J 
© flame, bur inviſible heats, which melt + 
metals. Furious proceedings do of 
ten bind faſter ; when a Joving per- 
ſuaſion upon certain grounds, - reco- 
. vers many from Satans ſnares. 

| By this time , this occafion-of the 
words in hand is manifeſt. Ziymene- - 
u and Philetus teach falſe Dodtrine, - 
and thereby ſeduce others after them ; 
ſuch as had but a faith and 
made an outward profeſſion withour 
inward-fincerity. 'Trac juſtifying fairh 
being an infuſed habit, cannot be de- 
ſtroyed, by any a@ or as of 'men-: 
that were to.gfake the-fouwrdationyoid 
or uncertain and the building” rui- 
nous : When the Apoſtle 
plainly, the foundation of 


ſure, &c. Yet by. the 


| [16] 
be of the fame mind with them, they. 
ſee more than we. can or do? _ - 

2. They did or: might fall foul on 
the Church: how can that be a true 
. Church which breeds Hereticks ; 

wherein are-ſo . many Segts and Di- 
viſions ? © Theſe are ſo many ſtum- 
bling-blocks. in their way, producing 
ſuch ſcandals and. prejudices, in_their 
minds, as cannot-eafily be remoyed : 
as.the Papiſts do with much ,outrage 
object againſt the Reformed Churches, 
though ; do it with many, falſe ag- 
gravations;-, ,., G5 wil: bacul: 
-- 3« When they ſaw men.of great ac- 
count- and note in the Chureh to de- 
ſtroy thar-faith which once chey main-. 
tained, they began to donbr ,of the 
Churches continuance z./of the Pro- 
Miſes of God made unto it, or at leaſt, 
that there was-no .certainty of any 
| thing therein; *,no-afſurance; of perſc-. 
-verance to falyation in that Ghurch, 


when ſuch greatiqnes fall»,;-5., . 
.-rF0.all; our Apoſtle ihete; [REP | 
that«there as. no; ſuch eauſh.phtgar. 
"Þ-* ; | Or 4 
S* | . 


£47] 
or doubting : for although ſome: of 
ptincipal hote,err, or be:ſeduced and, 
tall away, yet" the' fondation / of "God 
ſtands ſure, the' ord: knows who; 'are 
his, and none can: ey them out"\ of 
his-lhands.-\ % 

- $0:! that ahe Te 1s nothing) elle; 
bur; a:comfortablc ; eoncluſion againſt 
that ,damnable and Spirit-quenching 
dodrine: of Saint-Apaftacy; Whidti'Sr. 

\ Pajel: -might- foreſee {ſhould be- brouth- 
ed in the"latrer-days;-petſuaditg them 
omg all other) anus Churches of 

.Tharinoewithſiobding Ph bygellusdnd 

Hebmogtnes; FTymenaus ind Phyſotis 

Pelatins,” Bettins,, Aftninivs, Thomſon, 


menos, moe others ſince; | * 


Popetings with all” 
OI and abetrers, -have or Ar 


errand ſeduce many after _— hee 


C157] 
and-conſtant purpoſe of God ; which 
foundation Aarne” firmer than to be 
ſhaken with ſuch blaſts. | 

The falyation of Chriſts E/e#, hath 
a firm foundation ; not in may, but in 
God ; not wavering or undetermined, 
bur fading ſurely ſealed in the know- 
ledg of God ; and that not only'in 
the _ of frmple inte 


Pigence, as 
poſſible, conditionally, if they will, or 
things fall 'our; - bur 


[19]. | 
ticularly affured; rhey are of the num- 
ber. 1 4 d 1 
Here we have, what God did freely 
for his E/e# before they were ; Whar 


the Elz# by Gods help muſt and will - 


do for themſelves after they are. 
Of both theſe in their order; and 
firſt of the former, wx. 
T he ' fonndation of God, 


There-is a two-fold foundation laid : 
One that is God; ſo'the whole Trinity 
is a foundation to the being and ex- 
iſtence"of all rhings. Chriſt Jeſus 
the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity is the 
foundation of Ele&ion and Salvation : 
Other foundation can no wan. lay than 
that which is laidl; Fefus Chriſt, x Cor. 
3.11 Another, that is fits ga 
{o the foundation is two-fold; viz. _ 

bo. , Of Creation; Gods intent 
and e to pive a Beixg unto 
ns Tits, Mp had none: 
| eth away and another 


4 
. -» th; *. _ P « 
# 4 % 1 4 % * 
7, ” Y 1-L FF V X is 


] cometh "but the earth, ice." the fourt: 


L2oJ 
dation of the Creation, "abideth for 
ever, Ecclel. 1.4. And, whereupon are 
the foundations thereof founded, Job 38. 
6. And, who laid the foundations of the 
earth, that it ſhould not be removed 
for ever 2 Plalm 104.5, 

Secondly, Of.diſpoſition, his/inmu- 
table Bo and. Purpoſe ; diſpoſing 
all rhings created to their ſeveral ends. 
To which ends they muſt arrive. by 
- means.. ..The means. is Service to' be 
performed here. in- this World; . All 
ſerve him not alike ; all were not.or- 
dained by./him for one end... Ag.the 
Love of Fd was not alike to all his 
Creatures.in the foundation , 10, the 
ms of x vg ge 1s oy all $- 
ike e. lerve neceſſarily, by 
WT Ye ec as. the "47 aut 
and Elements, with all, choſe. bright 
ane, urer Bodies contained; in them, 
ich-run-rheir courſe by the mighty 
Word of God's Power _ live. by- 
the. Spirit's and jinime- Þ. 
diate Adts,. wherewith: e. Divi | 
ure glorifics It (cli; cit. end 1840; 


Fo T3 Tab 
move-and work /for the good of man; 
after "his departure lence, 'they ſhall 


ted; L4G 
Some ſerve him 
unwitting ſubjetion to hisAll-ruling 
Power : / as all Reprobates, both  An- 
gels 'and+ Men”, | effecting the Lords . 
purpoſes by his co:aCtive direction, 
not. out of any igood” intention/ to 0- 
bey -him : withy whom he -glorifies 
himſelf in his Juſtice ; whoſe end is 
damnation | The Lord loreſceing them 
in their bloud:, /paſt by them Sefore 
time; they a&ually difpoſe:themſelves 
to. deſtruction in t2me.  - (it | 
Others _ are:who ſerve him ye 
luntarily, with purpoſe of heart, as fin- 
ful h_. made od - Elefion and 
effetual Vocation, whoſe end is ſalva- 
tion, -withourt+ poſſibility of failing, in 
. reſpect: of Gods foundation ; whoſe E- 
ternal purpoſe was; by ſuch means to 
boſs them to ſuch an end : and with 


God- glorifies himſelf in reſpe&t 
2 OT ON” - -— of 


| [2] - 
of his mercy. God can loſe no part of |} 
his glory; ;neither in'x of Power, 
Juſtice: or Mercy ( theſe glorious: At- 
tribures will ſhine, without an ynin- 
rerrupted or beſpotred ſplendour. ) 
therefore none of theſe can mils their 
proper ends, 

To 'pive an Exaniplo of. this laſt. 
Hymeneus and Paul, Pelagjus and Av- 
guſtin, were of the'ſame' matter; had 
the fame power of-Will , bur:Gods 
diſpoſition of them in:the foundation, 
fone þ redo after) ode: 

o of them erp'an thefaith; 


bulls. up: the freer Even 


ends' by means, accord; 
aa of his Will; W roreturn 

wary Ah A worſe or a berrer-be- 
ings and I conceive, is the foun- 
a Ong here'mcarr. 


| 24]. 
. time preſent (which Feſuits and Ar- 
minians may admit),»but for the-time 
to come, thatthey ſhall perſevereand 
beſayed, by. Ce  -Gods:rinet 
love. and grace BY the foundarter, and 
rious:(utteringsptGheiſt 
as the, means. ofzfalvation.r+ Ad: bens 
1s. the SHOAOH: here. meant. th 36t 
2623S TR »4 *119 S141 nb - A ; 


MAI ©, | Uhrvinguluy Seal 


D» v1 + 
n Darius ith his WET 
Pavictrita the I gry ac rr 
the- Lowith 
_—_ 
hot 
-Danidd : do; when 


: M19. 


ones;' W_ & the. Nen of the - roaring 
\, Liow; he: put his, Seai unto thee Ne- | 

"- creez'that the poſe. might, not. be 
cre or alter _ This oats iS TWO 


3 hs there is ah Seal of God, an 
W Ha, of which we ſhall be. lgd- ta dif- 


courſe 


[28] ; 
courſe; managing ow latter part of 
the Fexbey.y to 1. s 
| .- Segandlyy There. is I Seal by, God 
ads dation. in God , the OO 
knoweth wha are his; _— 
_ Lords knowledg is _—_—_ N 
ternal-as — iniallle Rog 
, Eternity wing 'all chings- 
ever--ſhould come to: paſs; not.. by 
diſcourſe zot. ſucceſſign-;'as ro know 
this by..thaz,. or:chat-after this;. "nor 
by thar pots of know- 
ing, by way. of comp or Divi 
ſion, which-pre-ſup 
for PII 


Way ms — 
ſec ty cauſes before they wow »;and 
in -thenſelves. As if they had 
'Univerſals/, and . Par ticulars » WI ” 
were to be.made! or done,. We} 
before. him..from all;Excrnity.,- as:Af 
rhey had becn already. made or _ 
_ The ind _ who. gre his, an 


= 
hich 


were xhen' 
remain tobe his : 
once ſaiknown, can never 


or knownto belong to any ot 
from themſelves and 


+ +," "ID 
. VC. 


: *.2TO manu 


20883. 
can diſſolve orſeparate} The will of 


ople- being determined» by in- 
Cale grace:z | which: warn wich 
ane yiet>freely. difpoſe'of them- 
ſelvcs,xycn'i.th Conditional things. * 
i'Wkich dearly: overthrows:that Sc7- 
ent4a ,media{nnvented by: Fefwars, fo- 
Recd by A4rmiziars , - God 
JHhovld fore know, burileave:the Will 
wy Lyi00: it ſelf undetermined ; fo 
4 che. DIC of geod-ſhould be 


2 en. ch: ran. anda 
| ſecret. longing after-Grace. |: | 
eſt; this i Seal } ek 


Garber; this knowledg "of God, the 


K- founda- 


% 
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| funda (not. only- 4richoative and 
ely,/ but ſitive alſo Yof . 
eur Charing wt pores 

Firſt; The eter g.calale 
of -all, Eyents. | The wil God-.1s 
the cauſe-of all-things, it ſelf witht © 
out cauſe: ;©as St. - Auguſtin ſpeaks. *' © 
Nothing now-comes: to paſs, but-as _ 
he knew -then it ſhould. |, 4s «ft 
Herod, Pontius Gentiles an | BY 
were gathered \together , to do' what A ] 
ever the hand. and' counſel 'of God ou! 
determined. before! to.1be «alone; + 
things have ior _—_ from = 


. 
® - - 
>. l C a \ 
+)". n F 5 4x5, 2 


] he-loves Hey ted them ever. All 
»»- his Saints(Jare-: letters of Gold', en- 
4 * grayen-0nChriſts hearr, which can- 
b- not be razed out. His: Love is a Di 
vw — char no Water-can _—_— 


EI If Chri canperihand 
from the love of -his- Father, rhen 
On 


Thirdly; Ir is of a certain number. 
The Lord knoweth who are" bis. Which 


WEL 
have © choſen... Revel.7. 4: 7 beard the 


number of them 'which were ſealed, &c. 


17. They cricd with a. loud 
voice, ſaying,&c. » and it'was ſaid: + 
to" them, that they ſhould -reſt for' a 
little: ſeaſon until their felow-ſervants 
and their "Brethren" thart- ſhould - be 
| killed as: they were, ſhould be fulfil- 
led. 'Fromy/ the Collation of - which 
Texts,'/ir-may 'moſt; eaſily be” infer- 
red, that'their number is ſet and ſhall 


4 
ER GENET + SE. + os. Hon io 


ad. Ei N "= 
by 2 - &: [ 


mieansrwere chebuilding larger than the 
Joulifot-inn, irmuſt us. 

.« Fexrthly, Itis artree and 
fonddation, not laid o-any thing yn us, 


either done or fore-ſcen-to —_— 
bur. only the free-will and«poxyer- of 
God. Ta ou have not ichoſen me, but'1 have 
_ » chiſex - you. | Calleditheretore-ir tis, (1a 
foretknowledgy-palt before wehadl done 
Or evil. 'Rom.9. I x. ;Forclearthis 
2 familiar inſtatice or example; ſup- 


"_ child mayidie before it had done 
cither | etuncinn wascither 


fore-ſocn Got TID do. SE 
Any ys 
©, :noth? = nr rymny >) bur 


Aww 4s vary 
A405" W by,:xlie former-:diſtinQion = 
Gods knowledg was of: things/:ithac - 
<p frnlscons Peace ns won | 
Bac 
gain; ih 


| tion; wales three BN to pn 1 
chis : 


[33] 

this truth in hand.; ly. t1- 
ing -.the Opinion of Pelagius .in 
bim all Feſuits and Arminians, at this 
day; concluding that the Lord choſe 
us not-for faith, but zv faith ; hechoſe 
not ſuck-as were worthy, but by chu- 
ſing made them worthy. . ER 
- The ſum of all, may be colleQed ins 
to one poſitive concluſion, or 


InſtruCtion, v2z. 


That there is.a foundation laid in God, 
for the ſalvation of his Eleft , that 
nothing can alter this. h foundation of 
God , ſeduce his Choſen finally from 
him, nor hinder them totally. from 
. aſſurance of ſalvation; 


\ Matth. 24-24. Falſe Chriſts and falſe 

Prophets ſhall ariſe, to ſeduce, if it were 
poſſble, the very Eleft, If it were poſ- 
- fible, implying, not a eſe, as Bel- 
larmine woul __ it M90 the Remon- 

| Frants und it; but a reſeptive 
| impoſſbilety ; as it will plainly. appear. 
. to.any, peruſing Len: imparti 


INES ©. jnreue of 
fe 'Speaker: _ Chriſts/ and. Pro- 


_—_ er and Wonders, 
: Ying Signs thany 4 bur for 
apt tliey ſhould ſeduced, 
10/58 rol of Gods im- 
mutable ''g3hd Decree; Let 
thehr be 6f good corfifort, 'rhy fiddle 
HS) Bantle (ape 
That there 4s ſuch a fonedaion 
Jppears, Epheſ. 1, 4, According as 
BO Moby "Is fr him, Abs: the 
JOtMathon of the\world, that we ſhould 
A ; . hd oe him 
| Ve. * Daviu eftin us with 
bh 22topeion” " children by Jeſus 
Chriſt, &c. SF 
Rom. 8. 29, 36. For whos he did 
Forebybis 1, be alſo did prodeftcniane #6 be 
O_ ?4 the tmage of his Son, &c. 
"x "TheſRl:' 5. 9 * Fox God hath not 
imrel us to Shes wrath , ' but to ob- 
roation by eſis Chriſt. 
> Fg Im. 1. os Who hath mf D 
ane. ralled us with an holy Can 


We og 70 our works; Jt ACCOr dn & þ 
$ own purpoſe and grace, 1q 


EF 


[35] | 
 Fitus/1412. According to the 
faith of Gods cleft — in hope of eter- 
walk:life; which God that cannot i he, pro- 
miſed before the world began, 

Thar this _ is, | ſare; 
Plalma 25: v; 1,2, They that oh in 
the Lord; fhall be as 5 Mount Zion, which 
caunot' be removed, ' but abideth for 
ever; 

Jer; 1.3. —- 4 low loved thee with 
an eviighing love. 

- John ro. 28,29. 7-give anto them 
everlaſting life , "and ran _ #EVE# 
periſh,&c. 

'Whar can be ſpakunk more plainly? 
Jer. 32. 4. T wif] make au everlaſting 
Covenant with them," aud 1 will put my 
fear #nto their hearts, that they frat 

_ art from me. =, 
which arc ſo plain andfull as 
hoald put | an end to all altercations 
and-filence all--Diſputes in- this'Poinr. 
We may” conclude , - nothing ' can 


{| change or alter the foundation of Gods 


1 nonecan reverſe the Seal of the AE : 
: mighty; nor break one link*6f that | 
| | C 2 Rr 


C35] 
urn Chain. The Creature, as it 
| had no influence upon the foundati- 
on; ſo neither hath it any power-to 
- alter it. 

Firſt, Hereticks nor wicked Sedu- 
cers cannot. - It is the plain Dottrine 
of our Apoſtle here ; his only aim be- 
ing to comfort theChurch againſt Se- 
ducers and men feduced ; neither one 
or the other were laid in the founda- 
ton. 

| Secondly', + Not the gates of Hell; 
Marthi 6.28, 7. e:all the power and 
policy of Hell combined ; all che wiles 
of the Devil cannot conquer one Sol- 
dier itn Chriſfts Camp; much leſs ſhall 

rovt the whole Army. | 
Thirdly , Not the Will of man ir 
lf; becauſe God by infallible grace, 
eeaſes+ndot-to govern and diſpoſe the 
acts "of the" Will 'in them he hath 
known and called. As. an inferiour 
Orb cannot alter the motion of the 
firſt Sphere, becauſe it is moved with 
and by-it; no more can the Wilhof ' 
man alter the foundation of Gody 4 E 
_ 


[37] 
cauſe the a&ts thercof are guided by 
and- diſpoſed according to Gods Will 
and fore-knowledg in the founda- 


£108, 


ain, The gates of Hel are ftron- 
ger than the wi/-ot man, they over- 
came 2t, whery it had moſt ſtrength 
and freedom. in Paradiſe ;- therefore if 
the gates of Hell, which are ſtronger, 
cannet alter nor / prevail. againſt rhe 
foundation, the wil{ of man which is 
weaker and depends thercon,...cannot 
do ir. Satag by.his iaſtruments, Z- 
meneus,Philetas, Pelagians, Feſuits and 
Arminians, with other ſecret Enemics 
to. God,and a Divine Lite; may and 
do deſtroy the temporary faith of. ſuch 
as were left out of the foundation, but 
can never deſtroy the juſtifying faith 
of ſuch, as were then raken , known 
and marked out.-to be the Lords, 

But the Dodrine conſiſts ot. rwo 
parts; we. will ſever them 2 while, 
toj0yn them. together more firmly; 
as. the breaking of a. bone, doth final- 
ly occaſion it to become ſtronger in its 
* Ynion. -£Y The 
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' The ft part concerns the founua- 
tion > which is the Purpoſe and Will 
of God, whereby he eternally deter- 
mined to create and diſpoſe of An- 
gels and Men, to their ſeveral Ends, 
y certain means.  Not- all” to one 
end; the Creatures end, is according 
to the Creators Eove; his Love »Was 
notalike to all ( diverſity of gifts and 
ſervices ſheweth it), being ri&d*to 
none. Juſtice and Mercy both, as 
well as Knowleds, Power 'and Provi- 
dence, took place"in laying: the formn- 
dation; 'that God "might be glorified 
This is expreſt by our Saviour , 
Matth;24.40, Two'ſhall be in the field, 
the one-1s taken, the other left. There 
is two of a Tribe and one of a' Fami- 
ly; as the Prophet ſpeaks, Fer: 3. 14. 
As itz iS and ſhall be- in the execury- 
on of the Decree; ſo” it} was in” the 
foundation." Two derermined to be 
created, *Angels and Men; both alt 
ling, the one is taken , the other Teft, 
Heb. 2.6. Deus nou expetfabat Angelos, 


* 


L 39] 
ſed pracipitavit, as St. Bernard exprel. 
ſes' it; the Angel was left »wichovr 
{ mercy, for a/prey_ of puniſhment, thar 
' elder off ipring of Diyine- Love \was 
expell'd from the - beatifick Preſence, 
the Imperial Robe of Heaven was de- 
Par upon Man, - who 'lay on'a 
Dufighil,/ he was. drawn out, waſh'd, 
gilded over with-grace, the -rrue ſeed 
of Glory. 'T'wo Brothers in one Womb, 
before they had done cirher 'good'i or 
evil ; the: Decree+ was-paſt on: arkiagh, 
the foundation laid;thacche one ſhould 
be loved, the orher: hated, -z. e. paſt - 
over. © Two Apoſtles, Peter and Ju- 
das; both ſin greatly , little difference 
in the a&, borh betray him, -bur God 
puts a difference 'in the -event;, the 
one 'repents being elected , the: other 


deſpairs, being paſt by un the. founga- 
tion, and fo ordained to perdirion. - 
the renowned Au ruſtin againſt Julian 
* the Pelagian ; «f 

*Derroe « 


noae and the ſame 
Diſpoſition, ſaith he, one is 
< by Juſtice,:not Chance, ano- 
« « cherelofted PIO and not Ms 
C 4 Y 
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by mercy in the Ele&or, without any 
merit or act of Faith or Free-will done 
or fore-ſeen to be- done; in the Perſon 
eletted. ' Some are choſen to believe 
to build up their own and the faith 
> others - ſosic JEL I mm_ | 
ot Gods ſaving and aſſiſting grage, do 
alga Faith, defiroy Both 
their own and the ſeeming faith of 0- 
thers. God making thus of the ſame 
Lump, one Veſſel #0 honour, another to 
difſhowour, without injuſtice or reſpec 
to perſons. 7s there  unrighteouſneſs 
with God 8 He hath mercy on whom he 
will have mercy and whom he will he 
hardneth. Good things in good Men 
being effte&ts of Gods. mercy, and 
comments upon EleQtion ; when as 
Evit thitgs in Evil men, are þug con- | 
ſequents of preterition. The neceſſity 
then of every man attaining his pre- 
ordained - End, ' comes not from- the 
power of mans. Will, freely .diſpoſing 
it ſelf ro this or that Object, ..only 
through moral perſuaſion, ( Rom... 
I6.), but: from, the Will and ner 
4, © 


[417] : 
of God, laying a ſure foundation acy 

cording t0 ſis fore-knowledg. Acts. 2. 

laſt Ver. - He added daily to the Church 
ſuch-as ſhould be ſaved, Obſervethe 
| phraſe; Such as ſhould, having refe- 
rence to the foundation of God, | Not 


4 fuch as- would, till of anwilling , they 


were made willing. But more fully, 
Ads 13.48. As many as were ordained 
to eternal life believed. There . was 
then . an Ordination in the. fodnda- 
tion, before any actual apprehenſion of 
Chriſt by Faith, or poſſibility thereun- 
to. Ads 9.15. It is ſaid of Paul, He is 
a choſen Veſſel unto me, John 17. 12. 
Judas is called the child of perditi- 
04,5, e. ordained. to: perdition , as St. 
Augsſtin explains it. Theſe things 
we read done in.time, but we know 
they were ordained to. be, done be- 
fore time. -- There was a foundation 
laid,. as of Creation, 10. of diſpoſition of 
all things created to their ſeveral ends 


" Xx 1 
$$ 85 "A "a 
| f vE * 
Ev 44 | The 
2 I. v 
4 
*W. 7 


*< 
E The ſecond part, concetning the cer- 
tainty of it. It remains ſure. 


Firſt,, In regard of the- Decree it 
| folf which dot {o knit togecher, the 
Cauſe, the Means and the End / that 
the known of the Lord, engraff'd in- 
to-the body-of Chriſt, - by the grace 
of Elefon, are ſure to remain (to the 
end, Matth.7.25. — 1t fell not, becauſe 
#t was founded. upon a'Rock; Pet t.5. 
They, are kept by the' power of God, 
| through faith iunto ſaluation. ' 1 John 
3. 9: —— His ſeed remaineth MW him. 


This may befurther ediifirmed, 
Firft, from the "immutability of an 
re im God: in | hind is 

#* ſhadow of change. Rom.- 8. 29. 

" Whom he id foreikoow he alſo: did 

predeſtinate to be conformed to the I 

wage of his Son, Ee." Cap. 9:41. That 
the" purpoſe of 'God" might flands avcor- 
to ommenworen ou BJ 

_ «Secondly, From the Prayer flaſh, | 

Jobn 7: 15. in Peter for all thefaith-. - 

I have Cann for thee, —— thy... 


[433 
faith: fail not.” And we are ſure, that 
Chriſt was heard in that be prayed 


There *was ever | a” correh 
dency - and agreemenr between. his 
and the Fathers Will : and this me- 
diatory -Pwayer', doth in ſome ſenſe 
continue. ' He ever liveth to make in 
terceſron for-us. Beſides a Promiſe 
he left us; that whatſoever we-did 
ask'rhe abr in his Name, p-- ſhould 
be prant We ask with ſighs-and 
m—— A our 0wn/aweaknefs, 
r'the porſoverance. Nay, 
he mg ivacut it;, in"-every Pe- 
tition'sf his ownPrayer, as Sig EX- 
potute Ir. © wes? 

Thirally; From rhe of Apo- 
fey ; which is 'a falling 
Faith. biftrical; "at refined Hy: 
pocriſie; whereby Wolves "may be in 
the Church«-for rime, "uridi _ 
1 fobnt.tg. They went. o_ 
becauſe "they were © rag 
it- ſhew and ch eprtnctaths 
1 they w_ bur Meteors, not gamer = 

Stars, Pi®tures, nor living Men i in Re- 


livion. Fourthly, 


.: 


n 4 _ 
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Fourthly, From a main abſurdity 
following the con 6 If any one 


ſtone —__ be mov 


in this founda- 


| tion, any A Gods Elett- periſh by 


falling _ and finally from the 
grace A Faith, then all might, there 
being the ſame reaſon for ——_— 
of all, as for one, - Chriſt: and his 
Members make up but one Body, 
one Chriſt : and is it poſlible a -part 
of Chriſt ſhould be found burning in 
Hellz - Can-the myſtical Body of 
Chriſt be diſſolved 2 If the former be 
true, ſo muſt the latter; and the death 
the Promiſes -of Grace come to no- 
rhing. - Which is horrible to conceive, 
and im = 297g s 
\Renow u»/tine ,, ſpeakin 

the feſt Aden Cots, that he ke 
nos 00 Non- peccare ft vellet, 
if he- would; to ſtand if 

ranks not a Power to will what 
he might and ſhould ; but. ro-the E- 
le ſons of Adam, he gives both 
Pewer and - Will; they partake of 
Grace, . 


[45] 
Grace, que eficitur ut Velint.  Haths 
not Chriſk faid it; our faith and fruir 
ſhall -.remaiy 2 - This hath wrought 
with ſome Papiſts ,' 
- that they : have been _ Lumbard, * 
conſtrained to. .con- þ-,1.., pres, Ob 7 
feſs, that Faith work- 
ing by Love;-is a conſtant Habitih re- 
= of it ſelf and the Author be- 
1towing”"and-preſervin ng it; and por 
thete 1 5 a poſſibility of lofing it, 
in reſpect ok the fairy of the aj SubjeZ 
wherein it 45. 

Some ſay, the Ele& of God, cal- 
led and regenerate, may and do come + 
med rg1r— ins as deſerye...the total 

cutting off and the final loſing of 
Gtace ; bur that they. riſe again by 
true Repenrance and are not finally 
caſt away, itis the work-of God ; who 
by his Power preſerves them, as he 
laid them-in the foundation. Plal. 7- 
2 The fteps of a good*man are or 
e wy the Lird: yer he fall,he ſhall 
utterly be caft down, the Lord 
wpholes him with his hand: O- _ 
7, 288 
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$eGod! Juſt men-may-fall from the 
iaherent rightcouſncſs of ſauftification, 
by ſome great fin, and ſo og _ 


puclgments 
wi mn poo Beek. af 1h. 4 24-1 yy 
It. JO. it -15: manifeſt oy never 
fall from the rome ay ouſneſs 


of Juftzficat ion : the fondo is ſure. 


on Gods. de; 
"Secondly , "The dates "[tandeth 
fare, in xeſpe&t-of rhe Sabjett, The 


known of the Lo frinto Chriſt, 


oe the grace of Ele&/on, maybe; are 
al bemade fue of Saran, This 
herdivers ways; viz. 


> wk po drwcs imony of the Spirit z 
Rom. 3. 16JiFhe Spirit it felf beareth 
witneſs wy Jpinit' that we are 
the-children»of God. '@aly here men 
muſt be careful ro/diſtinguiſh the re- 
Qimony 'of the Spirit. of God, from 
the ſubcil alluſions of Satan 'and the 
deveicfulmorths of their own hearts. 
2; By the manifeſt cfiets of Gods 
Love towards'us, \in us. 'For upon 
= his Elect; oy ill chey be cas. ' 
ny 


£471 
pable of them , he beſtows theſe Tol- 
lowin gies in ſome meakie; namely 
Firlt; 'A living Faith'to believe in, 
caſt themſelves upon and lay hold'on 
Chriſt, 'Job#*6. 2.91 This is: the "work 
God,” rhat"ye believe on him ,” whom 
hath fext.—Epheſ.2. 8: Faith's the . 
Work-of God and-his'gift. 
To which it may be replyed, by x 
Pelagian, Fe uir or Arminian y” that'a 
man may: believe by the power of 
his own ##, 'afſenring 
perſuaſiony without the 'of 
Power ;/ -and' *therefore 
the"encreaſe only of Faith is the*pife 
and work of God; the begianeing from 
Nature and Free-will: - 
Bur doth notthis makerhe Lawief 
Nature "ſwell ” ro fo high” a" tide=as 
Grace ? advance*man with God,” and 
bring the*Uribling River' torvye' 
che drowning Ocean? By this Rule, 
| mah maſt do the hard; work: hint: 
ſelf, and leave the cafier for/God .and 
his Gracs: He that icah raiſe himſelf 
from death wife ; is much more able | 
© weontinue himſelf in life. Of 


to a moral "8 


withr+ - 


% 


Ul 


Heb. 9g. xx. It is oe oma 


| £45] 
' Of this Opinion was Auguſtin once; 
viz. that os in bog from us 
rimarily : but by reading Cypriax ci- 
Lak thoſe words of Paul, What haſt 
thou O'man that thou haſt not received ? 
renounced his Erront, proving. plain- 
that nbt only "the. encreaſe; bur 


he begining inning of Faith, wete tho gift 
of God, or elſe we might ſay, we had 
LEI we did not receive... © . 
Secondly, Love. Faith firſt works 


* Love'and-then works by. Love; as 


the Workman ſets ari edge on his 
Tools, and then cuts arid carves with 
them: And therefore for the-moſt 
part, they are in Scripture joynd .to- 
pins do Love, no Faith. And 
ove” advances” by equal paces with 
Faith; as the hear of the day advan- 
ces with the ſhining of the Sun 
© Thirdly; The power of Prayer and 
Supplication, with"zeal and fervency. 
No ſooner was Pax converted, but 
the next word".is, Behold "Ong / 


uther; 
7: 
much | 


that when he prayed, it was 


#2]. 
much reverence,\.as..it he were. pray- 

ing to God, and, with ſo, much bold- 

nels, as it he had. been ſpeaking with * 
his Friend.;,\Gqds.. Spirit tyges: the © * 
ſtrings of the. affeRions and then they t 4 
ſhall make ſweet -melody in Praz 
The ſymbols of.the Spirit were | 
Tongues; and a. mighty ruſbing Win 

and where-ever the Spirit is, there will 
be Prayer 4x the Spirit. Where life 
is, wo be breath. God never 


had, never will. have a {till-born . 
Child. "We alaethge dh 
Fourthly , Perſeverance and Ccon- 
ſtancy in all theſe with reſolution and 

purpoſe of heart, to rely 'upon Chriſt, 
call upon his Name, Love his-People, 
what ever befall them, : Philzp. 1:6. 
We are confident of; this very thing, 
that he which' hath begun a good work 
in, you, will perforni it, unto the day of 
Chrift. That in the end we may lay 
YO a= 
a : ſight 5... ave fins, | 
courſe, &cc. Rom. 8. 38, 39: ff God 
be for ns, who can be againſt us. 1 am 
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perſuaded , that neither Tife nor death, 
principalities nor polwers , things pre- 


* ſert' inbr thhigs to come, - ſhall be able 


to [ſeparate is from the) love of God in 
Chih 4 ſus ! htreſors the Founda: 
tio! of God ſtands ſure ; both in te- 
gard of God'and Man. 

; A Dodrine naturally flowing from 
the Text and: meanirig/ of ” the A- 
poſtle:--{5 expounded - by the beſt 
Learnediin” every Ape,” who, have by 
, theit Wiicings' illuſtrated th-of 
the Goſpel, confirmed inScripture 
plainly, and by- the works of good 
men, ſince--the Pelagian Hereſie be- 
gan'to/diſturb/ the Church. 

I mayeconchude it, as Gamalie] doth 
his Sony the Jews, A&t. 5. 38, 39; 
if the foundation. of - our ſalvation 
were of or in may, it might: and would 
certainly come'ro -nought ;. but being 
in and'from'God, it<annor be deſtroy- 


ed; all ſuch as - may endeavour it; 
ſhall be found: fighters againſt God; + 
BY } . Te# | a29%yi 


? 2.3 *. : 
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 In'the application of this Point; we 
find matter of. inſtructive information 
divers Ways, viz. "71h 
Firſt",' To me out unto us the 
rrue' fubje&t - of Apoſtacy ; men paſt 
over by God and left out of the fouy- 
dation, Every plant my heavenly, Fa- 
ther 'hath not planted , fhall: be. rooted 
out; Such. and only ſuch-are ſnbyje&t 
to Apoſtacy, the reſt-are preſerved; 
by the power of Goat unto "ſalvation... 
Secondly, Tt ſhews us the dinger-of- 
falſe Opinions , to 'fret like a Carher;. 


ro diſturb, deſtroy, eat into the body: 


of Church and State; one —_—y | 
another, Arius his Herefie was at 
but a little fpark, yet how:did it 
ſpread 'and fire the whole World ;' 
what woful waſte was made of” many 
flouriſhing Congregations& Churches, 
when the Orthodox Biſhops were ex- 
iled and their flocks ſcattered?. when 
the Dozati/ts by their ſeparation _ 
D 2 & dt 
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a diviſion in the African Churches, 
what violences and qutrages were ex- 
erciſcd againſt faithful Chriſtians, both 
Paſtors and People ? And in likeman- 
ner, when the German Anabapriſts ſe- 
parated themſelves from the ng Re- 
formed Churches 'what wofiſl | work 
did they make? ' how much did they 

& 'and even hazatd the wok 

Reformation begun fo happily by 
Luther, and ſucceſs ully carriedon for 


ſome years together ? And _ _ 
we live to ſee Poper 
nieni/es to do'the like pe ane out 
| Men ſhould be afraid to raiſe 
ſuch Opinions, to bring ſuch Owls, 
amidſt rhe glorious light of Truth , 
thar.hath ſhined fo ſplendidly -in our 
— we and be aſhamed to receive 
raiſed. Authority ſhould 
bs bs erally vigilant, to ſuppreſs be- 
pinning; to: oppole all rhoſe who 
ck cruftily to aeming the founda- 
tion of God; that Wiey way be cured 


or-cur off, 
ola Thrdh 


= # - 4- 
4 
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Thirtly, Hence we learn, that He- 
reticks -# never able to ſeduce the 
Elect ; however they may entomb 
themſelves i in the ruins of that Chriſi- - 
atiity which they once profeſſed, Hy: 
menzus and_Philetus deſtroy the faith 
of fame , nevertheleſs; the foundation 
of God ftand; ſure.” God will have a 
| for ever. See the anfwer of 
, When the; Prophet © complain'd, 
there Was none left [Ts he: £{ have 
left unto my felf ſewer thouſand, which 
never bees the knee to Baal... This 
conſtancy of all thoſe, fair and gen 
rous' Sonls, who have in all _ Ages 
ER IDC þ in "7 why oh like Pillar 
of Diamo en with t : 
nor rife ugh themſelyes. Nah, gas 
vitl, Phter, left to/ hens, ro ſta 


on thet y own bottom, fall it y 

world Hot'k, Gu oaks Pony pA 

W .that they are but 
"ST, Toft 2 men living, 


Fr ke ro che: but one moment, 
would deſtroy themſelves in that mo- 
D 3 ment : 
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ment : they are bur like: glaſſes, with- 
out a bottom , _ which break as. {aon 
ae they are out of.. hand. - It they 
| Pntinue to ſhine,, it is not by their 

Sin luſtre, bur by bocrowed beams 
of -the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and. the 
light remains no. longer than hs Sun 
ſhines. The faireſt Flowers. of Para- 
diſe would wither ,. if not watered 
with drops from Heaven. Hgw hayc 
the mighty fallen, when the \ Ye ad 
hath not ſtood by them. All their 
one Proceeds. rom the .Loye of 
God inthe foundation, and the power 
of h ring them to, rengw 


al d_ grow careleſs, ang fe: 
cles, hepaule of what God hath done: 
no: Grace never. rglaxcth the ſinews of 
ohekonce in he YA Gebrne. te i 
perfeQtly; innocent. of thar 0's [The 
Poiſon 15 not in-the Roſe, bur. in_the 
Spider. Beſides ,.; rhete are figns (of 
Eleftion after delcribed;' \ y 


8c EY . = 6X 
a man. ſhould : gr 


| LS) 
cannot be found.in perſons, cannot 
be. aſſured of any, portion ET foun- 
dation. Thatiman who daringly pre: 
ſumes, faying, Let me live as: 1. liſt, 
the faundat ion of God ſtands. ſure, and 
{o. gives Way, to his unſwaye CY» 
and makes this a 5.2 pillow23 for his ſloarh 
and caſterh, off all : care. for. the! po 
kihing of. his. Soul; I will not. ws he 
was rejected; in. the foundation ; ;. bur 


this.I.dare afficm, he FTE yet felt 
_ the burdengf.ſin, nor 't ort of 


race ; and-except he 
Ba ution and behaviour , . » 
Yer receive. benefit by. it. 
men; were laid in the [8 , 
efopined to. work, out. t err ſton 
Wat fear and tremblin "ſo 
Fourthly, Hence we learn the dury 
of Learned: Men, with a in; Annie 
rixy,. called ro publiſh and defend the 
rrurh of Chriſt,  ſeaſonably, boldly, 
yer. diſcreetly. ro ſtand and. contend 
ainſt rhe encmics thereof, Polirick 
ledce ip. this. caſe, - is ,a branch of 
reaſon, Againſt che King of his Church. 
FC D 4 | Not 


So 


[567 

Nor to akon theTtuth is to betray 
it. Whenthere: —_— oppoſirs, the 
friends of Chrift muſt eſpecially ſtand 
up with courage andteſoluition. - Chri- 
ny, muſt counter: work: the Devil. 
be a'kind'of Antiperi- 
Re he oats of true Believers, as 
re; that' burns hotreſt, when 

ir fond about it; is coldeſt. 

The middle Region is therefore cold- 
eſt, becauſe the art hear of each, 


raketh” the "refle from the lower 
and uppe | hear above; ſuch an Ant4- 
peri a) ways 17 found in Cs 
ans; they ſhould bs horreſt in the 
coldeſt titties, - their hearts ſhould be 
NE aQivicy for Chrift, in times 
olitioh' againſt . him. 


onto iit Whack 
ga Rd hg rhe vid tharic 
_ "© coftedhim ; bei at 


Malch, Alam, | led'thy Worms;'a 


Pit. Lath. Y luaded from voing,"by 


reaſon 


like 


| 
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reaſon of the fury he might meet with 
there , and the haltirode of Enemies ; 
replied, © If I knew there were as 
* many Devils as rhere are Tiles up. 
5 on'the: Houſes, yet thither I wok 
* 00. "Thus our Apoſtle here, con- 
dems the Errour = names the Au- 
thors ; -it-cannot be unlawful to call 
them Papiſts' and Armiiritans ,, who 
maintain” the Errours of "both. © The 

reſtinony was given” by 'our-re- 
powned Wortbzes in the Mech of 
Mary,” not only it- white and þ 
_ red too ; by which hy can 
ine/and gliteer at at ſach'@ rate, 'as 
lack. 4 Repurarion”, 
which will have a 7a plibtve mention, 
Þ ay on there' be Stars above and 
rel þ Beck mtg 
l eir- flames, 
kindle -zeaÞ in” us. Chriſt is many, 
ways $35 ks this day,'afid'weſhould' 
for- Chriſt. | Now 
there Ae dy temmpres s, and fedy! 
cers indrepiices, therehs therefore now Chriſt 
ſhould have many Champions. 
Secondly, 


COT ITT TRE ZZ” 
I 4 l 
_ ; 
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Secondly, This Doctrige:doth moſt 
dire&ly ſetye to confute.;rhe anticnt 
Pelagians, 'in this and. other ' parts of 
the World; as labquring to over- 
throw this foundation of ;God , and, to 


lay 7 upon _ all; uncertain 


power of mans Will ; git; aogf ring, 
preferring Nature to and above Grace, 
as” the: Polapzans did; .- maintaining 


Jy ond canal from Chriſt ,. 2s 
Lutherays do; and. partly-a to: 
cal and final. fall 

miniays ;- who.make C a meer 
ball of Forres: £0, be zoiſed, up. and 
down. ar.rheir-pl eaſurez;[ repreſenting 
Grace -as yolublle and.anceprain as the 
Harker. ig Forrungg. zyGrace | with 
is: bas;a thing, of-Glals, which 
lwhileix it ſhines, is brokeg.s} Hen them 
, the Yeſels.,of Glory, - age: Att 
than crazy Vellels, whi 
in-pieces like;a; Porters Ht 


rbe daſhr 


can remove: them - irom "Heaven wy ; 
IF: | l | C + 


fall, as, Jeſuits, and. d.Atr 


— 
—- 


fre wy leaſe. 
ell , as often. as they: pleaſe. With 
RAS. en , . they £3 blor Names 3 
| on of the: book of Life; and with as 
uch uch calc, Jopere the rea of Howie Heaven 
oh cy tell us, I 
13.n0 luc bc in the > FE 
tion, no no.fi ich abſolute. ETD £0 


Hatches | 
fitly a Fre to it. 


Arminans, cu 
nion, that the =; of 
. may al. away fees | 
Cl like another Golial 
fghring againſt zainſt rhe living God, is. fo 
| unſound, þ'7y ant te ng fo. cvi- 
' dently againſt che Divine Word, the 
| works. < beſt Men , who were 
-the Lights of rheir time, the Inſtru- 
a - ments 
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merits of the Holy Ghoſt, in all Ages, 
that every David may _ will fling a | 


ſtone ar it, erpiigngnt Babylon, Down 
with it, even to the aber and lower! 
For the Lord knows who are his; the 
foundation o il God Bands ſure, arid the 


gi of Hell ſhall not prevall oſt it; 
Ze WM 


2% wanmdn 
tile Belieyers; "and that," 
77 E all Herericks, 


Cre 3h 

h they Uiſſemb 

; they wete nor Sons, elſe 

in rh& Houſe for 
To yrs ne, 'onily for com 

ſingle” bur ſinifter cnds : Chriſt is not 


ſweet to themifor hj on! 
for his Rings 4tid bed bigs 


They be: 


gat 


—_—w” HM Dy Y 


thnor for 
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gan in Zypocrifie , and no wonder if 
| thay end in Apoſtacy. -Trees that are 
unſound-at the roots, ſoon ceaſe from, 
| putting forth of fruits; 'and they'who 
| are for-the-preſent corrupt, will for 
| the furure be openly; proPhane, Let 
| none be offended ar ſuch, nor ſcanda- 
liz'd at the profeſſion of Relzg;on; rhe 
ſheep doth not defpile its fleece, becauſe 
the Wolf hath worn it, neither do any 
blame a Cryſtal River , becauſe ſome 
melancholly perſons have drown'd 
themſelves in ' it. The beſt drugs 
have their” adulrerate. And as long 
as there are true Pearls, there will be 
counterfeit, Though there have been 
falſe colours, yet diſeſteem not thoſe 
that are dyed in grain, for ſuch there 
are. Be nor as bad Husbands, who 
having a {port on their Coat, cut off 
the hich Cloath, when they ſhould 
only waſh oft the digt. You make@ 
good proteſſion, be ſure ro make your 
£27 good. Sincerity. iS the bahis' + 
of perpetuity. | 


2+ Againſt 


- ES} 
2 "Apainſt Perſecution, ' verbal or 
real. Things thar-ate exceeding fharp, 
call - for Sugar '-to ſweeten - therti; 
Troubles in the fleſh ,, Have a moſt 
ungrateful taſte for the Creatures pal- 
late; now this truth/ is -as Sugar to 
make them ſweet; that they may' 


down the betrer; Gods Elect may- 
{ be opprefſed, ſupppreſied they cannot: 
be 


. | They are kept by the power of 
God ro all oppoſition. Their blood: 
ſhalt be as ſeed ; by the death of one; 


many will revive. Dogs that have. 
| 1 ho'teeth may bark ; but cannot bite. - 


Serpents thar haye'no ſtings miy hiſs; 
but carinot hurt. Believers: like the 
Moon , ſhall wade out of their ſha- 


dows, by keeping a conſtarit motion. - 


Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
but '#he foundation of - God ſtandeth 
fare. O ye Saints of God ! in the 


midſt of your dangers , have an Eye 


to your ſecurity. Providence hath a 


beautiful face, even when it puts 6n - 
its black mask. God hath fair-eads | 
in his fouleſt ways. If the Earth” be 


"7 a AM 


abry | 


| 


| 
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dirty under your feet, know for your 
comfort, the Heayens are not cloudy 
over your heads. Who ever frown; 
Godi{miles.'''"Suck from this breaſt of 


Conſolation-:'Ferch- you : Honey .out 


of the Lions belly. Lert-rhis prove a. 
Cordial to ſupport you- in-all your 


| fainting fits. + 


2:3. Againſt worldly -profperity of 
wicked men, though they be in a 
flouriſhing condition, 'vex the ſouls of 
the righteous, and deride their Per- 
ſons; a day is coming, when they 


{| ſhall be trodden under feet. The Sun 


of outward ſplendour caſteth its rays 
upon-them, only tq warm their heads 

ft a ftorm/ The ſame! hand that 
panreth ott-mercies onthem like Oil, 
will pour down his wrath' upon them 
like -water.. © Under all their av 1 
rols gallantry, their hearrs are ſinful, 
and in the midſt of all their wealth, 
theit eſtates are doleful. O:, know, 
it is betrerigoing to Zzon through the 
Valley of -Bata, than to pitch your 


| terts-in' the Plains of ' S1dew. The 
1 STR, {talled 
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ſtalled Ox would not. ſer ſs high 2 a 
rate on his Paſture, did he know, it 
was only. to fit him for. the Butcher, 
It is their proſperity ; bur as Eraſmus 
faid, Abjit 4 h yp "6k talis pros 
ſperitas ! From ſuch; proſperity, 
; pirp delayer us | —_— Foch 
Men will not know you, take no no- 
tice of you but for rheir. own ends; 
yet” the Lord knoweth, you and the 
favndation ſtands fure , which, wicked 
men, when they have done Yhicir ut- 
_= cannot. oyerthrow. 
| ainſt their own ſinful failings; 
wake es and infirmities, to which 


they ate unwilli ſorrow 
lubject (ſo.itw willhe which th "gre. 
cloathed in - robes of Clay; av-#he | 
Mortar wherein Garlick bath» bv 
| Namp'd , will alway finell of, it OG fo 
yore beſt a&tions will favour; 7 
of the old man:) Yer, #*the 
ag of God anieck: + 
s, then againſt fin. S7y, | 
= that Divine flame of 
Ln The Church had her - opaa- 


rate | 


A 


fas 


. petTes, hEr | 


- the ſcars of his' Saints. He will gor 


ſpeck -of dirt. . The Roſe is-a+tragrant 


though a fingle ſtring in playing of 
'a Leſſon may yar ; yet the ar ws AY 
-Fe* muſical: - God doth. nor- as . 
' do: we often take notice of the Evil 
 iSin others, and over-look the 'good ; 


os 
G Condhrinancy them, and**for that; he 
receives them. And as fin cannor, ſo 


«neither can men' commir ſuch ſins; as 
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infirmities , her ſleepy firs, 
Cant.'5. 2 "Though blacked and ſul. 
lied, yet is hes Dove ſhtll- Chriſt could 
ſee her faith and wink at her failings. 
He who drew Alexanders's Picture 
whileſt there was a ſcar on his Face, 
drew him with his Finger-on his ſcar. 
Chriſt puts the Finget of-mercy upon 


throw away- his Pearls," for ey 


Flowes: "though ir be ſurrAtinded with 
prickles. - The Paſs-oyer was a Feaſt, ] 
chough caten with-bitrer herbs 4 and 


ottr Eye is on the flaw in the Dia- 
mond, 'when we obſerve.norits ſpark- 
but - God: takes notice ofthe 
in his-People and from, that he 


are A 
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are able to change. or overthrow this - 
foundation. Regenerate men will not; 


the habit of Grace ſo orders and di- 
ſpoſeth of rheir Will, that they never 
li with full conſent, delight and con- 
tinuance, as natural men do ; there- 
fore when Sathan aſlaulrs us with our 


fins, we muſt run untg the foundation. 


of God , and rhe means appointed for 
our Redemption and Salvation. 

Qu. But'in what eſtate is a Regene- 
rate man , falling into ſome grievous 
fin 3 

Anſ. He is iti a dangerous eſtate; 
it may be no Errour to fay damnablc, 
in reſpe& of himſelf and his own act. 


ZGrievous ſins do ſubje&t the beſt men, 


meritoriouſly, to the condemnation 


of the Law, and to the forfeiture of 


all that right which rhey had of the 
pardon of former fins by vertue of the 
Covenant : and that theſe do not ge 
fafo condemn the Believer , is to be 
aſcribed- tothe. grace ob Elefo» in 
the foundation; and in” that regard 
we fay and truly, that the Spirit. of 

[Fn er Rege- 


; 
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Regeneration leaves not his reſidence 
in ſuch a Perſon, but only ſuſpends 

| his working for a: time : Grace 1s not 
| extinguiſhed but oppreſt ; it lies like 
the Phoenix -in her aſhes, till God in 
his appointed time ſhall mercifully look 
again upon him,by the rea borme 
of his Spirit ſcattering - thoſe . miſts 
which darken and hinder the work- 
ing and ſhining forth of his illuftrious 
Creature. Grace: a$ it did in Peter 
and David ( than whoſe Names, the 
Tongues of Men can hardly . pre- 
nounce any thing more pleaſing.) Z 
am the Lord , 1 change not, therefore 
ye ſons of Jacob. are not conſumed. My 
grace i ſufficient to revive ; cleanſtand* 
ſuſtein all thoſe whom I have ſealed. 
How . are we bound to. God for his 
free Love ? chuſing us, ſetting his Sea/ 
upon us, that we might be known for 
his in all Places and Aſſemblies; and 
that none might ever lay claim unto 
us.. If God be for us, who can be a- 


| gainſt us? | 
E 2 Object. 


Objett. But if the foundation be ſo 


fare, 'to what end is that Exhortation, 


2 Pet. I. 10. Grve all diligente to make 


your calling antl eleftion fure > It ſeem- 
eth here, that the certainty of Gotls 
Decree dependeth on mans will. 

"Auſ. There is a two-fold certain- 


ty ;* 1; Of determination in Gods pur- 


poſe and decree; and ſo, we are not 
ro conceive that the Exhortation- is 
propounded with reference ro God, 
ot that which ' he hath done , as 
though our endeavour were. watitin 
ro 'make it ſure}”/or as if. we 'coul 
add pertetion -to his ation, which 
We cali rio more 'do, than add bright- 
neſs to the Sun. | 

2. Of apprehenſion and perſuaſion 
as to. our felves and- others, expel. 


- 


an holy lite we muſt be afſyred, and 
aſſure others, of our effe&ual Cal- 
ling; fo thar we ( and orhers ſeeing 
our good works) may beatſured of our 
eletion to cternal lite; 


: 4 j . . : 
5-4 o Qu. The 
'P 


ling by wn Ee fears and doubrs ; by 
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Qu. The foundation is ſure ,-- but is 
the building thereon as ſure ? | 
Anſ. Men may /ay a fure founda- 
tion, yet make a ruinous. building. 
God cannot, Where'there is the ſame 
matter, Skill, Power and Will, there 
the foundation . and building muſt be 
of equal force: and furenels ; '.ahd- fo 
it is in this foundation. Not, bur har 
the Houſe built on a Rock . may be 
daſh'd with Waves; though the Seal 
of God be of ancrernal Efticacy;; | yer 
the impreſſion thercot may be .fo de- 
faced, that it may not beſo" fairly 
viſible to the Eye; though rhe7Roor 
and fecd of. Grace cannor- be loft, this 
excludes not, but that the floupiſht and 
fragancy thereof may be loſt ; and 
rhough the eminency and beauty of 
it may be loſt, yet the foundation i 


ſare, 


We are now 'to proceed unto the ® * 


1 fecond branch of the Text, concern- 
|. i” the Signs and marks of Eletion, 
. whereby men may know whether 
"Hr E 3 they 


I 
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they were laid in the foundation; and 
it runs thus : 


Let every one that nameth the name of 


Chriſt;: depart 'from iniquity. ' 


This is the other part of the Sea/ 
concerning the foundation ; the Seal 
of God in Man; and it is two- 
fold, wiz. i ras 

Firſt, Naming the name of Chriſt 3 
being called after his Name, Chriſtians 
of. Chr. * Which is either done vir- 


zwally,” as 'in the believing .Fews and 


Gemiles' before Chriſt, or atualy, in 
Believers afrer Chriſt : ſo his Diſct 
ples .yete firſt called Chriſtians at An- 
tivch,”:Or elſe, calling upon his Name ; 
wluch doth neceſfarily follow : ſhew- 
mowrhe- duty of Chriſtians, to call 


® uponthe name of-Chriſt. . Both theſe 

, © together , are certain ſigns of Fle- 
Fon. 

+ Secondly, Departing from iniquity. 


If this purpoſe be in us, joyned with 
an aniwerable prattice, we may be 
aſſured of EleQtion. TA, 

IN Some 


| * ſubſtance : or to | 
| ; *#painted fire which hath no heat, only 
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Some there haye been and are, who 
depart from fin , without naming the 
name of Chriſt , or believing in kim; 
as the Heathen Philoſophers, Greeks 
and Romans, who attain'd\to a migh- 
ty moral and vertuous deportment ; . 
which in St. Auſtins judgment could 
be no other, than inferiour Workings 
of the Divine Spirit, ſome dimmer 
ind cooler Rays of the Sun of Righ-} 
teouſneſs, as he 1s the light which.en- 
lighrnerh every one that cometh into 
the World. 

Orhexs again there are, who have 
name — » glory-in the name of 
Chriſtians , bur, will depart from nc 
iniquity; a name they have, as the 
Angel of the Church of Sardis had, 
. but nothing elſe, and may be compa- 
_ red fitly to-Sodoms. trees and fruits,s 
which as-. Chryſoſtom ſaith, are trees 
and 'no. trees, fruit . 
and no fruit, all in Chryſoft. Hom. 
Abew and nothing in 8. 4x 1. ad The. 
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the reſemblance of fire ; and to weeds 
in the Corn-field , which look like 
flowers in the Garden, yet are not 
flowers; but what will the name, the 
appearance profit , where the thin 

' is wanting? God hath joyn'd thefe in 
his Seal, naming and departing , as- e- 
vidences of Elefion, let none put 
. them aſunder in their lives and con- 
*verſations; but labour really to ex- 
preſs ſo much of Chrift , as may de- 


' elare him to be ſubſtavice and them- 


ſelves ſubſtantial Chriſtians ; thatRe-_ 


; Hon and Grace 1s nor # vain Norion, 


ut a real, vital, *energetical Prin: 
: ciple; for fo it is and will appear to 


be wherc-ever ir is. 


Men may name the name of Chriſt 


three ways : 
I. Tuwardly only ; - in the heart : as 
Foſeph and Nicodemas did , belieying 
in Chriſt * not profeſſing for fear of 
the Jews. ' Which was rhe" blor® ol 
Aer of the two ; he was a Ny 
ir 


& 4 
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2. Outwardly only ; profeſſing 1 #* | 
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| believing ; ; as all Formaliſts, Hypo- 
" crites, temporizers do. Such a Di- 
vine and amazing Majeſty there is in 
goodneſs, thar all deſire ro wear her 
Livery, though tew-care to perform 
her ſervice. '-Like proud Courtiers, 
who would willingly be Favourites, 
. but ſcorn- to. attend, Theſe, like 
ſome'kind' of Nuts , arc all ſhell and 
no kernel; all -body without a Soul, 
or as falſe. Looking-glafſes, which re- 
preſent thoſe faces which are not in 
them. 

3- Both ways, inwardly and out- 
wardly, believing and profeſling... Faith 
and Zeal, make a compleat Chriſtian. 
No zeal, no faith, no profeſſion, nov 
apprehenſion ot Chriſt ordinarily. In- 
ward faith, without outward profel. 
ſion, cannot be, is not ſufficient ro-/ 
ſalvation. Faith -juſtifierh our Per- 
ſons; but profeſſion juſtificth "our | 
taifh - A dumb faith is not. a Divine, * 

rhe > faith of Devils, Joh. 12.42, 
” Mong 2 chief Rulers alſo many 
PV a on him , aud becauſe 0 ; Har, 

ari 
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Phariſees they did not coufeſs bim, | 
leſt they ſhould be ws out of the Syna- \| | 
gogue; for they loved the praiſe 'of 
men more than the praiſe of God. The 
light of Religion, muſt not be car- 
ried in a Dark-Lanthorn , to-be ſhewn 
when our Intereſt will permit and to 
hide it at other times. Among the 
Romans there was a Law, that ever 
man {ſhould wear a. badg of his Pro- 
teſſion and Trade, a he might | 
be known. - Thus doth Chriſt require 
of all his Servants. Confeſlion ot- the - 
mouth, without faith in the Heart, is 
groſs hypocrifie ; and to pretend Faith 
; without Confeſſion with the mouth, 
is but Hypocrifie and 
Lib. 8. c.2, Cowardize. Auguſtin 
| in his Confeſſions hath 
FA notable ſtory of one YViftorinus, who 
| was in his old Age converted to Chri- 
ſtianity ; and -came'to Simplicianus | 
( one at that time eminent for Piety ) 
whiſpering ſoftly in his Ears, - thy " 
LAKM- | 
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words, Sum Chriſtianus, 1 ana 
ſtian ; but this holy man « WE 
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Non credo, nec deputabo te inter Chri- - 
] /ftianos, nifi in Fcelefra Chriſti te vide. 
ro; 1.e, I do not believe it, ncither 
ſhall I reckon thee among ſt the num- 
ber of Chriſtians , unleſs 1 ſee thee in 
the publick Aſſemblies of Chriſtians. 
God - requires the Religion of the 
heart and alſo of the mouth. Rom. 
. IO, To. The Pope indeed, faith to 

his Vaſlals, my ſon-give me thy lrart ; 
be a Papiſt in heart, and then diſ- 
{emble, do 'whar you will ; and the 
Swenkfeldians of old took away all 
external ſervice : the Libertines of 
later times ſay, -Thar it is ſufficient 
to ſerve God with the hidden man ok 
the heart: Bur God requires to be 
olorified with our Spirits and our Bo- 
dies; both are his. He will have the 
Jewel with irs Cabinet. This 1s that 
our Saviour means , Matth. 10.32,33. 
If we cohtfeſs him - before men, he will 
confe(s us befoxe the: Father which 4s in 
ra#en.' - So the Apolile, as before, 
Rom To.io. With the heart man be- 
—Wbves unto righteouſneſs, and. with the 
' mout h- 
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mouth - confeſhon is made unto ſatvati- 
on. Whence it may be probably ga- 
thered, that 'Blzſha.( 2 Kings 5.) did | 
not approve of Naamans reſolution, 
_ ſaying, that he believed only in he | 
God of Iſrael, yer went away with a 
purpoſe ro bow down in the houſe of - 
Rimmon ; nor gave him any'warrant 
fo'to do: If fuch politick pretences - 
were currant, men” might be: Chriſti- 
ans Without fear or Ss ; | thou- 
ſands 'of brave, generous Men and 
Women, had loſt their bloud in vain. 
If difimulation might 'paſs for Profeſ- 
fion, all People might go to Heaven 
«without martyrdom. * 

- Suppoſe onee again, men 'fay, they 
beheve in Chriſt, be baptized , cal- 
led Chrittians , partake of the Sacra- 
ments, joyn with the folemn Afſſem- 
bly, and yer ſeem outwardly for the 
fear, love or praiſe of men, to profeſs 
or allow- of Idolatrous ſervice, Opi- 
fions- ſtriking -at rhe foundation" 
God," omiffions of good Dutics? got, 
milfions of great fins, for profir or 
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profaneneſs of life for carnal delight, 
teſt they ſhould be perſecuted or mil- 
| called; like the old Priſci/haniſts, 
' {whoſe main deſign was to fave a 
| whole skin, they made little rekon- 

ing of Profeſſion and thought they 
might ſay and unſay, ſwear and un- 
ſwear, ſo but in their hearts, - they 

did: cleave unto the truth. Hear Ba- 

larmines- ſentence of p 

rcheſe Perſons ; thoſe  Bellar. Tom. x. 

which do not confefs — oc 0 

che'Fairh, bur retain- fnem, nia 5 

ing it in their heart , 
make outward profefiion of Idola- 
try, are not good men, neither can 
they be faved. 

To explain this a /lirrle further, 
know , men may- profeſs or allow of 
evil divers ways ; VZ.. TY 

1. By Azthority, commanding ; 
provoking or tolerating evil. As 
Saut;did by enjoyning Doeg, "a villa- 
1SBiitcher, to kill the Lords Prieſts; 
ad - Haz, who ſent a partern of the 
War at Damaſcus w Uriah the 

* Prieſt, 
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Prieſt , enjoyning him to build ano- 
ther according to it, and offer upon 
it. 2 XFings 16.10. And 1o did Dzo- 
clefan the Tyrant, who gave the | } 
{ People leave to kill che Chriſtians, 
where ever they met them. That 
evil which is committed by our in- 
ſtigation, is ours by juſt impuration.. - 


> Our Lord is ſaid to be crucified ar 


; Rome, ( Revel. 11. 8. ) becauſe fen- 
tenced by a Roman Judg, executed by 
Roman Soldiers and put to death by 
the Authority of the Roman Empire : 
yet the death, of Chriſt; all along the 
Scriptures, is charged upon the 4 
becauſe rhough rhe execution of it 
was by the Romans, yet the provo- 
cation was from the Fews. Acts 2. 23. 

\oain,the Kings of the Earth are taxed, 

"11 8.) for not rooting out the 
Popiſh Religion , 'but giving their 
Power to the Beaſt and lying under 
his yoke, drunk with the Wine of his | 
fornication. And the Hiſtorian” A 
lates of Galba,, though he were M- 
nocent of much harm which palle&+.P 


1'0Tw 
s , 4 BI 
mtr; © 4 wer 


Ex 


+ =_— 
© 4 


[79] 
under his Name, yet beeauſe he per- 
mitted them to do it, whom he oughr 
to have reſtrained , loſt both his re- 
putation and open'd a way for his 
deſtruftion: In the days of 7heodo- 
frus, the Arrians were grown very 
bold , through his connivance, and 
not only had their Aſſemblies in Con- 
ſtantinople, the chiet Ciry of the Em- 
pire, bur would diſpute their Opini- 
ons, etiam in foro, and no man could 
prevail with the Emperour to lay a re- 
ſtraint upon them, becauſe he thought - 
it unmerciful and too ſeyere ſo to do. 
But, qui peccata nou corripit aliena, 
facit ſua; 1. e, he that having Power, 
corrects nor the faults of others, con. / 
tracts chem to himlelt. 

2. By. Opiyion , maintainin 
teaching, evil. Thus the Papilts/ 
who generally Canonize ſuch /A&i-* 
- ons; 'as the Phariſees betore' them,” 
encouraged the People tor ſin, making 
" the Commandments of God, and 
te&aching the traditions of men, Mark 
Þ 7%: In the days of Henry the.gth 
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of England, we tread of - great hatred | 
berween the two great Dukes of | 


France, Orleance and Burgundy ; this 


latter cauſed Orleance to be ſlain; an - 


odious fat; yet Doctor Petit wreſt- 
ed both Scriprure and Hiſtory ; to 


juſtifie rhe murther : the like were 
-Dr. Shaa and Pinkie , one before, the * 


other after the Coronation of Richard 


" the Uſurper. Ar is a bad cauſe in- 


deed rhat'finds no Abetrors. Moſt 


perrinent is that re. 


Fuller i his lation of the Hiſto- - 
wnfort. Politi- tian, ' who CharaCte- 


tian. rizing Bafilius, Patri- 
arch of Conſtantinople, 
in the Reign of Andronicus, faith, they 


were Chaplain and Patron well mer; 


vr, {wv hater made a Law by. his 
b the otheruendeavoured to make 


Go pel by his Learning. In ſtating 
"any Controverſie, Ba/i/zus firſt ſtudi- 


ed to find what Ardronicus intended, 


© or deſired to do therein, then ler & | 
filing alone -to draw that Scripttire 
whieh would nor come of it ſelf;*to../ Y 
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prove the lawfulneſs of what the ©- 
ther would pradtiſe. 

3. By Preſence, tayouring and con- 
ſ{enting unto Evil. He that conſents, 
chough but in his thoughts to ano- 
thers fraud, is a Felon before God: - 
Paul before his Converſion was con- 
ſenting to rhe death of Szephen; bur 
| afterwards he pleaded guilty of the 

murther. When men hear laſcivious 
ſtories, or ſinful-witry jeſtings and 
Tales of fly ſubtle Cheats, ſecretly 
applauding, do partake With them: 
They that have an heart in the fin, 
have alfo an hand in the fin. - Yea, it 
is poſſible for the approver to be 
more guilty than the Aftor. The 
greateſt guilt comes from thie full con. 
{ſent of the Will. at 
ed evil by, condemni ) 
ever he waſhed his 
bled the coritrary;; 
. ſo many times decla 
cent, ke could not 
withour proteſting hin 
jiſt. And fo the A Cr 
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Reign of ZZenry the eighth, when by 
che inſtigation of Biſhop Gardner, he 
was compelled by the King to read 
the ſentence of death againſt Mr. Lam- 
bert the Martyr of Jeſus; whereof he 
afterward, repented and crayed for- 
givenels of him. 

4. By indifferency and neutrality, 
As: Lucian, who was no Papiſt, nor 
tound Proteſtant; and ZZexry the 8th, 
who deſpiſed the old Religion and 
envied the new. This, ſome 1n ſtrange 
Language call Policy, but in true En- 
pliſh flat Atheiſm. As they in the 
Church of Corinth , were neither for 
Paul or Apolio, but pretended for 
Chriſt, ſo thele are neither Papiſts nor 
Proteſtants , a. mungrel People , juſt 

hi g God they will , bur 

Mihim. Like, Zerac/zus 
o. beifig imprudent- 
way by ſome Biſhops of 
EO 


.- condemn'd- by, the 
rufalem, Was alained 
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hen that Hereſie - 
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and held -neither one way or other. 
Such would be called Chriftzans, but 
they depart from nothing, nor dd any 
thing whereby others might*ſee what 
they were : ay will be and do, as 
the- time, and Company ſcrve- where 
they live. or are; Profeſſors among 
Profeſſors , ſcorners with ſcorners ; 
they can change which way and when 
they pleaſe, without imputation of 
inconſtancy, On all ſuch that ſpeech 
of our Saviour falls heavy ; they may 
hear the ſentence of the ſupreme Dei- 
ty and the King of Kings thundering 
in their Ears; waz. He that is not with 
me, is againſt me; and he that gathers 
not, ſcatters abroad. 

To name the name of Chriſt , 1s to 


ſubmit our Wills, rg, cule 
Word,,, d{cribe 1,098 
write ow IJ 


Governmem 

which if we oWe'd 
1. From falſe God 
dead Gods, Images, REM 


T"—_ _ 


ing Gods, men or Princes ; as the Sa- 
maritans worſhipped Antiochus Epi- 
phanes , ſtiling him the mighty God ; 
or as the Yenetians petitioning Paul 
the fifth, gave him the Title of Yice- 
God: nor the hoſt of Heaven, as the. 
Ammonites , nor the Devil as the 7»- 
dians, nor the Croſs as Papiſts: 

2z.- From Idolaters and Idolatrous 
ſervice. Come out from her my People, 
Revel: 18. 4: If Rome have left us 
in the foundation, we muſt leave her 
in the ſuperſtrufture; where they are 
fallen from-God , we mult fall from 
them. 

3. From the familiar ſociety of idv- 
latrous wicked men, ( Chriſts Doves 
will be ſullied agzong the Pots ), with 
| n wy; -yca, from evil 


your ag earneſt 
= aah=rtheſe and 
We like, 3 meet Chriſt agrees 
not.- St, . yould” not remain 1n 


the Bat 
thus 
carp W 


eſus, becauſe Cerin- 
revick was ' there. Poly 
T not falute Marcion , but 

| , told 
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told him, he knew him to be the firſt- 
born of the Devil,, as /rexzus relates 
it ;, and giveth this Note alſo con- 
cerning the Apoſtles, that they could 
not ſo much as Yerbo tenus converſe 
with them that had adulterated the 
truth. There muſt be no harmony 
where the chief Muſician will have a 
jar. We have as dear a Saviour as 
they had; we name the ſame Chriſt 
they did; but we want the courage 
a zeal they had : moſt of us con- 
ſulr our own profit and pleaſure, or 
to gain reputation with and conteht 
others, and ſo concern our ſclves little 
to what company we joyn our ſelves, 
what we fay or do; when. indeed, 
the general name of Chriſtianity will 
ayail us nothing , Without departing 
from iniquity, 0 E.- 
_ There is a threefold departing* 
iniquity, V2. | © - 4 
I. Apparent only ;.-When men are _ 3 
good in publick Profeſſion ,+/ in word © 
and: ſhew ; bur for their ations gene: - _ 
rally, indeed and in truth 'are-quite 
F 3 *'  gaught. 
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naught. Theſe ſet a Crown of glory 
{ upon the head of Chriſt by Profeſſion, 
and plat a Crown of thorns for. his 
head, by an evil Converſation. They 
; adore Religion by their lips, but a- 
dorn it not by their lives. . Theſe are 
nominal Chriſtians; Chriſtiant fine 
Chriſto, as Salvian ſpake : - If their 
lives and Chrifts Laws were compa- 
red, their moſt folemn Vows and moſt 
perfidious violations of it, it might be 
confidently concluded , - au? hac non 
eſt lex Chriſti, aut illi non” ſunt Chri- 
ſtiani: and fo Tertullian, Fuſtin Mar- 
tyr and other Antients are bold to at- 
firm of fach men, that they are not 
Chriſtians, | 

2. Conſtrainedly; which may be 
done two ways: 
z © Firſt, By. Authority, When for tear 
okman only, withour any reſpect to 
God or Conſcience, men depart from 
_ heretical Societies and erroneous O- 
pinions.;- or from ſome foul ſins, 
puniſhable by Law : * as, © murther, 


-—Ttealing, polygamic, abominable ſwear= 


ing, 


[37 ] 

ing, profanation of the Lords day, &c. 
theſe they may depart from for fear 
of punithment by men.; the Magj- 
ſtrate being conſtituted by God, _ to 
be a terrour againſt evil doers. Dre 
in the heart, may ſpur on ſuch a man 
to ſin, yet at the ſame time, fear. as 
a Curben-bit, may check and reſtrain 
him : fo that ir is nor the ſting of 
the Serpent he fears ,,. but only its" 
crookedneſs. Inward deſire and.out- 
ward reſtraint are not - inconſiſtent. 
In Calvins Epiſtle , mcntion is made 
of ſome, that out of an inordinate 
love of the World, made it a caſe, 

Qu. Whether or no, they might con- 
tinue in the Popiſh Religion ,- frequent 
the Popiſh worſhip , ſo that they kept 
the true faith» only in Chriſt. for juſti- 
fication, and looked on thoſe Ceremoni- 
ous ways: as unprofitableWaſh 2 + 

Anſ. To whom he replycd; that, 


would willingly have known his mind 


\abour curſing of 1ſracl; when his © 


F 4 heart 


they asked counfel of him , even; as -+,, 
Balaam conſulted with God', as if heg 
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*- .- heart was ſet wholly to it, what ever 
God faid, though he were outwardly 
reſtrained. 
Secondly, Through want of, occa- 
*, or perſonal ability ro follow 
ſome kind of ſins. The Gun-powder 
makes no noiſe , till the fire be put 
to it; and the Clock ſtands ſtill till 
pche Weights are pur on: Ler a Temp- 
+ tation come, which is like the hang- 
ing on of the Weights, and the heart 
goes'on as faſt in fin as ever. The 
Sinner may not be able to maintain 
the trade of fin any longer ; the A. 
dulterer is grown old, but like the 
aged 'Huntſ-man , though he cannor 
' run, yet will hollow after the Dogs, 
he hath as good mind to it as <e- 
ver: the Drunkard is grown poor, 
bu: his hearx is to fin though | his 
hand fail | 1. Theſe deparr not 
-. from in, findeparts from them. O- 
 thers are conſtrain'd to depart from 
one»{ig to. another , which 48 mutatio 
in aliud, not in melius, only a change, 
no leaving. 'F &# 
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3. Yolumtary, when men, neither 
. conſtrained meerly , nor impeded by 
F natural indiſpoſition, or diſability, but 
may: follow evil either in Opinion or 
Action, then to depart from both'and 
embrace the Truth, out of knowl 

of and love to it, is a mark'of Ele- 
ion, a ſign of juſtitying Grace. Only 
thus -much muſt neceſlarily follow, 
that this departure be not teignedly, 
with a divided heart, but fncerely zn 
our thoughts, univerſally and con- 
ſtantly in our ways from the willing 
prattice of any , + but eſpecially from 
{ thoſe fins which have moſt prevailed 
| againſt us and wherewith God hath 


been' diſhonour'd by us: then may 


we be afſſared that we are laid u 
the foundation of God ; that the Lord 
from all eternity. know us ro be his 
own, and that he will nor reject, ne- 
ver torſake us in our Perſons or Pray- 
ers, While we bear the name of Chri/t 
j and depart from iniquity. 


"Wheance ariſcth a ſecond Concluſion 


*  for-our inſtruction, as followeth;; 
WO: DoCt.'z. 
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VP Doctrine 2. 


That inward faith in Chriſt, joyned 
with an outward profeſſion of his Go- 
Jpel and an holy Converſation , are pro-. 
per notes" and figns of Elefion. 


Acts 4. 12. There is no other name 
under heaven given among men, where- 
by we can be ſaved. Ohriſtians then 
are only capable of Salvation. , 

I Cor. 7. 25, Faith is made a fa- 
ving fruit of Gods: mercy : Elettion 
is not for faith , but zo faith in 
Chriſt. | 

Epheſ. 2. 8. By grace ye are ſaved 
through faith, &c. 

- Philip. 1.29. Zo you it 15 given not 
only to believe, but to ſuffer for Chriſts 
ake. "3: : coef 
/ Epheſ. 1. 4. He hath choſen us in 
him from before the foundation of the | 
world, that we ſhould be holy and | 
without blame before him in Love. } 
Holineſs of Life then, a departing 
| from | 


| 


© 
4 
Me" 
— 


*Beſides that bright Cloud of Witnef- 


from iniquity, is a ſure ſign of Fle- 
Aion, | 
1. For, 1. Ele&ed,we arc in Chriſt, 
Epheſ. 2. 10,11. That in the diſpen- 
ſation of the fulneſs of time, he might 


gather together in one, all things is 


Chriſt , - In whom we have obtain- 
ed, being predeſtinate according to the 


purpoſe of. him who worketh all things 


according to the purpoſe of his Will, 

'2, Ele&ted we are to Faith, whoſe 
property it is to purifie the heart 
from a delight in fin. Philip. 1. 29. 
It is given to you not only to be- 
heve, &c. 

3. All the Promiſes are made to 
ſuch as believe and live holily. Re- 
vel. 2. 10. Be thou faithful to the 
death, and I will give thee 'a Crown 
of life. Heb.+12. 14. Follow peace 


and holineſs, &c. Holineſs is the only 
Coyn, which paſſeth current in Hea- 
| ven. 2 Cor. 7. 1. Having ſuch Pro- 
'j -mzſes, let us cleanſe our ſeves from 


all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit , &c. 


ſes, 


KY 
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ſes, Heb. 11. who through faith and 
holineſs obtained a laſting good re- 
port, and are paſs'd out of mortal ' Bo- 
dies, ſeparated from the contagion of 
earth, to the recompenſe of the faith- 
ful, enjoying and beholding the good- 
ly harmony of the bleſlednefles of the. 
Celeftial Region, having this Seal of 
Elefion; as the ground to afſurethem 
of Salvation , whilſt they were con- 
verſant amongſt men dwelling in Hou: 
ſes of clay. 

All they who were fore-known by 
the Lord to be in the foundation, were 
certainly allo pre-ordained ro the 
means for the execution. It is a 
wicked Argument, which ſome make | 
ro themſelves, as Hereticks and car-\] 
nal men did in St. As/tins time, and 
the like is reported of Lewis the e- 
leventh of France, who deſperately 
argued, $: ſalvabor, falvabor ; fi ve 
rd damnabor, damnabor ; if I ſhall be. 
ſaved, 1 ſhall be ſaved, however 1 live, 
whatever 1 do. A moſt daring infe- 
rence ; 'tis to ſuck Poiſon out of a 
; ſweet! 


DET 
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| ſweet flower, to kindle Hell out: of 
a ſpark of Truth, to daſh againſt the 
. | Rock of Ages, to fall into the Pit, 
* | which was digged for better purpoſe, 
' 4 to ſtumble at the Word, whereunto al- 
ſo they were appointed. If all Perſons 
| ſhould ſo argue , who ſhould be fa- 
fi ved ? who would ſet his face towards 

Heaven? for the ſame Curtain thar 

hides Ordination to life and falva- 

tion from one, doth hide it from all, 
till that Curtain be drawn and fſuf- 
fers it to ſhine upon ſome in the uſe 
of means: For certain it is, 

1. The wiſdom of, God never de- 
termined the'end, but it -alfo deter- 
mined the means: and as the exd- is 
alway glorious , ſo the means are e- 


{ ſtrate their tendency and proximity 
to the end , than thoſe Ther ho 
2 | careful in a ſeafonable and thankful ap- 

| plication of che means ; and it will be 
| un a ſelf-deceiving practice, a ſnare 
4 ſuch who entangle themſelves 
r Ko | with 
2 WE A 


*; 


ver powerful and efficacious; and '. 
none can' 'more cheartully - demon- 


% 
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with ſuch a deſperate fallacy as the 
Argument forms. 

2, It is a prepoſterous way to di- 
þ ſpuce from the leſs known to the 
| more known. As if a man ſhould 
get on the higheſt Round of the Lad- 
der firſt, We have no Scripture-war- 
(rant to peep into thoſe hidden Vo- 
lumes of- Eternity, to ſpell our names 
in the Stars. Gods cverlaſting De- 
cree, is too dazling and ſplendid an 
Object tor us art fk to ſet our Eyes 
upon : it is far eaſier and fater for 
us to look upon the Rays of his 
goodneſs, as they are reflected in 
our own hearts, and there to take 
pleafure in reading rhe mild and 


gentle Characters of Divine Love tow 


us, in our love to him and our fin- 
cere compliance with his Heavenly 
Will; as it 1s more ſafe for us to be- 


hold the twinkling beauty. of that 


Radiant, heavenly Body the Sun, as. 


it-is fairly reflected in ſome Cryſtal | 


ſtream ,. than: ro - caſt - up our; daring 


Eyes upon the body thereof, which 


15 


- 
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| is roo bright- and. ſcorching for us. 
' We mult #© to the means, which are 
beſt known unto us, and not unto 
Gods Decree and fore-knowledg,which 
is ſealed. The Windows of the Soul 
muſt be ſet open for the entertaining 
ſuch light as doth more immediately 
flow in upon it ; agd the Underſtan- 
ding muſt cloſe with, fuch ObjeCts as 
are beſt proportionable to it. There- 
fore St. Peter directs ( it we accqunt 
his Method obſervable and whole- 
ſom) to make calling and then Ele- 
on ſure; as thus, if we be effetu- 
ally: called and juſtified by faith in 
Chriſt, .if we hate all fin, make Con- 
ſcience of all our ways , it we defire 
$40 live in the fear of the Lord, ar all 
times and this without Hypocrifie, 
then may we be afſurd of our Ele- 
tion : and certainly , that's the beſt 
| aſſurance of any mans fhtereſt in 
|jGeod,-which is founded upon contor- 
| mity;to him: as when we fee the 


1 fruits of. the Earth. fprin ing up, We 
= the Sun hath , 65 there; 
4 


9 - 

ſo if we find the qo Holineſs 
ſpringing up in our hearts, we may 
conclude the Sun of Righteouſneſs hath 
riſen there. 2 Thefſ. 2.13: God hath 
choſen you from the beginning to ſal- 
vation, by the ſanttification of the $pji- 
rit, No calculation of Elefion, with- 
our Sanctificationn. God indeed in ſa- 
ving us, begins.at the higheſt links of 
the Chain; but we muſt begin art the 
loweſt link and ſo aſcend © higher: 
- Faith' in Chriſt, joyned with a holy 
Life, arc infallible ſigns of Ele#1oy. 


ſe 1. 


Whence we may learn, 

I. ' What Chriſtianity 'is, vzz. Ad 
naming the name of Chriſt and depart- 
ing from iniquity. Profeſſion and pra- 
Qhice of Chriſt's Goſpel. Where one 
of theſe arc without the other, there, 
men are but almoſt Chriſtians; iti'wame, 
- not in deed ; half Chriſtians, ©7,47* » 
There are three ſorts 'of ” Cheri: 
I.'In 


© Ai 
\v. "I-77: of whom''it may 


Tree, that the bark is more:worth 
than all they have beſides. ' Of theſe 
we read, 'x Titus 16. | They /rofeſ 
that they know God, but in works they 
deny him. Such are . your mited 
Worldlings, glittering Hypocrites ; 
ſwiniſh 4 Theſe are abufiye- 
ly called Chriſtians, without Chriſt ; 
they are Chriſtians to. the reproach of 
Chriſt, $i Chriſtus ſaufta 'dociifſet, 2 
Chriſtianis ſantta fierent : qual Setta, 


tales Seftatores. Quomodo bots 'ma- - 


giſter, cujus tam Ppraves - vides di- 


ſeipulos ? as Laftantius brings it the , * 


_ the Heathen” upbtaiding *the*Chrifti: 
ans Ations: Such is the matice ledp'd 
in .the hearts. of degenerated Crea- 
rufes ,- which 'will reproach the ;re- 
&irude of the Rule; forthe: obliquity 
of their Lives, who ſwerye- and vary 
from it; Yet of -this' forr-*arei tos 
thay among us; fuch agWwear Chriſfs 
Livery, but- do the: Devils'drudgety ; 
Wei on- the face:of Religian,”? Their 
Wort: G 


Pro- 


VN. 


” 7 ated te Ci DR 


Profeflion is but. like a_fair Glove 
drawn over a foul Hind®r a good 
\ Paint over 6 mn Cs _ the 
_—_ ot a Dunghil with Sun-. 
beams. - They are OSA Tombs 

that make -only- an encloſure of rot- 
tenneſs ;-, and no maryel it theſe fall 
away, they never ſaw the Seal in, or 
upon themlſelyes. 

- 2, In deed only: as the believing 
Fews,. and - Gentiles, before Chriſt ; 
Children of faithful Parents, dying 
before they haye abiliry tro make a- 

tual profeſſion of Chriſtianity : fuch 
as-are born- deaf and dumb, or with- 
- our the. uſe of Reaſon. Who knows 
what; phe Divine goodneſs hath re- 
ſerved for them, or how he works in 
--3..1n name andin deed; like Jew- 
els; that have an inward worth and. 
, caſt forth a ſparkling luſtre to the Eyes 
ok.others.. . Theſe , as Solomons Tem- 
ple, are; Gold :within and withgut. 
Such. are Chriſtians of. ripe years. - 

living' to.know,. believing what they: | 


know 


- 
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khow of Chriſt t and profeſſing what 
they. believe, het and pro hg they 
profeſs : theſe are ice Chriſtians indeed, 
ſealed up unto the day of Redemps 


H108. » F 


u. Flow ma lack be known? 

= It is ſealed, ro ſtay ſuch cus 
riofiry; either to know. or 'make a 
ſeparation in our cenſure or jad: 
ment before the time: © infallibly 
know the cle&tion of othets, ads <4 
ly Yo (cronies of .. their inward. di. 
{polition, ome: few t .we 
hear or ſee, A 95 16-4 5-4 Are 
known to themſelves; Yert''in,the 
judgment of Charity, we take, all 
ſuch to' be the Lor 5, who make” 2 2 
good Profeſſion, frequent Ordi 
practice -Piety in their Houſes. 
turcher , what hath God revealed 1 to. 
us, it is lawful for us to fa f we - 
know. Chriſt hath /told; jus, oy 
fruits ye ſhall know :10P;- as. 
_ leaves: _ Tree, 


citing to the -eflencg ſo are the. 
+5 Stars that * are placed in the 
\ hiph 


Orb - ſhine "brighteſt; '. The 
hand of the Dial is without in po. 
/ ing, as the Wheels of the Clock (are 
within'in going 3'as where the heart 
is of 4" good itution , - the: lite 
will be of a fair Complexion. When 
the Conduit is-walled in , how ſhall 
we judy of the Spring , bur by the 
Water 'thar runs out of the Pipes. 
DE. - Siren why ; ſuch as are laid 
up! foundation HA God ,. 'may be 
OW; by rheſe following marks or 
fruirs; 
I. Humility; at unſeparable badg 
vf true Chriſtianity. Ir is the grea 
Grace; 'the Crown and Doef gr of 
. every grace. Of all men, the humble 
{ Bniter? -on 'Earthr, looks likeſt to a 
Citizen of Heaven. The choiſeſt 
ies” are laid up in The loweſt Cel- 
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che higher they are placed. - No-Gold , . 


ſo pure, as that which is moſt dutile, 
and char' the beſt Blade which«bends - 
well, .: without reteining - its. Croc 


re! St. Auguſtine being. asked; .. 


which was the firſt Grace'? anſwered; * 
Humility: Which, the ſecond & third ? 
he anſwer'd, Humility.” Empty Casks 
ſound 'moſt , -when;the well iraught 
Veſſel, -filenceth its own fulneſs:. and 
the deep Rivers pay larger tribute to . 
che Sea, 'than the ſhallow . brooks , * 
and yet"empty . themfelyes - without 
noiſe, Thus it+ goes with the heirs 
of Heayen, As the Harp, | though 
they ſound moſt Fyectly , they hear 
not their own Ticlody. As Violets 
cover themſelves' with their  leayes, 
ſo do gracious: Perſons | hide their 
ſweeteſt Excellencies , under the' gar- 
ment” of, humility. ,'They' live, yet 
not they ,' but+Chriſt \liveth in. them, 
They are willing :to be a Cypher, o «, 
| Chriſt may ftand#for a figure, Pror- 
' 1 fu: Satan'eſt Lutherans, fed vivat G 
' | Tegnat Chriſtus ; Let Luther "be: ac- 
& js "-.-0F 3 counted 


__ 
- - 
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; corinted' a Devil, "6 Chriſt 'may be | 


exalted as God ; faith that Incarnate 
Seraphim of himſelf.” They ' fay, 'in 
Herauldry, the plaineſt Coars are the 
richeſt Arms; fure we may be, the 
moſt pgor in ſpirit on' Earth, are the 


- 


. richeſt Citizens'of Heaven. This they, 
leatri of their Mafter;'at their entrance * 


into his School ; 'to-bemeck and lowly 
in heart, borh in regard of God and 
Y. ”2, Dove; that is a Jewel. Chriſts 

' Bride wears ;* a ſparkling Diamond, 
which"God 'placeth in the boſom'' of 
his'Ele&t: "1 Fohn 4.16. He'that 


dwelleth” in Love,  dwelleth 'in God. 
_ As there'1s Loves dffcending to us, 


ſo there is Love aſcending to God. 
It's faid, that Tron touched with a 
Loadftone , it hath'an- inclination” of 
following the Loadſtone ; verily; when 

, God harh rouched any ſoul with his 
»* Love, it leaves an 'inftin&t- behind it, 
of following' after God. And Where 


this Love dwells, it is operative; Me, 


fire "(for ir's a" Divine flame), vit'is” 
| AOL” | 


| 


« 


| o 
| 


[ 103] 


not idle but-aCtive, and it works di- 


verlly. 

Firſt, Towards the Word of God, 
This is given as the. mark of a Chri- 
ſtian; Pſalm 1.2, His delight is in 
the Law of God. |, The Prophet David 
often expreſſerh ſo much. PſaFh1 1g. 


. 0 howl love.thy Law? how ſweet are 


thy words to my taſte 2 Yea, ſweeter 
than the honey to my mouth; dearer 


anto Mme than thouſands of gold and 


filver. He roles. it as Sugar © under 
his Tongue ; he takes pleaſure -in- it, 
as a man doth ina bed @#t. Roſes. 
The covetoys man - takes great de- 


light in telling his thouſands; bur 
David hath ſweeter apprehenſions and 


. affections to Gods Law , than he had 


to thouſands. And fo . the, Prophet 
Feremiah , Ch. 15. v. 16. Thy words 
were ſound and I did eat them; and 
thy word was unto me the joy and. re- 
joycing of my heart.  'To the ſame ef- 


- fe the Propher /ſaiab, Ch. 69..y, $. 

Who: are theſe that fly as a Cloyd and 

' 48 Doves to their windows 2 ' Gracious 
W's: of. G 4 ſouls 
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ſouls fly as Doves to an Ordinance up. 
on the Wings of Love, God. opens 
the heart-of his Choſen” to love: the 
Word; *o- receive / it” as/ new. born 
avnch do Fe pet of the "_— 

e , patiently,: and 
tal ro - grow "hereby 4 And 
- Hrefore Twther ſaid's.* ſpeaking of 
; wicked mens only contemy not-the Ward 
and'there 1; hype.» 

uw, 'TVthis"fome or weber why re- 
ply; T toe" the Word and' have com- 
fort f fork v3, though Þ'be not Jo ſtricke. 
Ms" for / gy be, as LE: | 

are. IEF JC b 
24uf. 'Te+is im -oſfible for a man. to 
Joys: the” 'Word, " wich Hor reform his 
life by it.” David gave not! only-his 
r,” bur tarned his Feet to the. Com- 
"mandrents - -of God,' 'He- watked"in 
them; "We judg not of a mans health 
by his high 'Colour;" bur by thepulſe 
of -the Arm ; -1o- we jadg: not ofa 
Chriſtians(oundneſs by words; * what 
are they but | an higher' colour * bur 
| by't his obedient aRtings rowards God, 


and | 
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and: when we ſee his Soul runed-ints 
3 conformity with his Word and matis 
Will, fo far as it is diſcernable ,, per- 
fettly to concur with Gods Will. 
Hear the Divine Apoſtle, 'who-wrote 
his Epiſtles 'with an Ear in Heaven, 
1 John 2.3. By this we know, that"we 
know him (and by this we know that we 
' love him) if we keep his Commandments. 
Johu 14-21. He that" hath my. Com- 
mandments-and keepeth them, be it is 
that loveth: mes 'John,"Epiſt. 2. v.6. 
This is Love," that we walk in'hris Com- 
mandments 2 Peter , ' Loveſti thou "me, 
feed my Lambs. The Cryſtal ſtreams 
of ' Divine - Actions , - will neceſ{arily 
bubble from ' rhe. pure ſpring of ' AF 
tetion, 7 BY £4 
Secondly; This Love works towards : 
the Meſſengers, which bring zhe glad 
tidings of ſaluation to us.” "They that 
love the Meſlage ,”' cannot but mani- 
teſt it, by atender expreſſion of love 
to the!Meflenpers. * How: welconrare 
thesfeert of thoſe, - who! bring plad iti: 
dings from Emmanuels: Land ,* the 
44S -. 7 Couts 
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Countrey of Canaan 2 He it eryoyn'd, 
Philip. 2.29. Receive them with all 
gladneſs and hold ſuch in reputation. 
x Theflal-5. Efteem them very highly 
in love, ( it not for their own, yet) 
for | their works ſake. Miniſters are 
Gods Angels, to ſet forth the King- 
dom of God and eternal Life, (ox 
ſpecie eftimandi ſed munere;) not to 
be judg'd of by their outſide, bur by 
their Office; as Ambroſe expreſicth ir. 
The moſt-curious Pearls:arc here en- 
cloſed in theruggeſt ſhells ; and the 
Lord lodgetly-rich Treafares in carthen 
, Vellels.See Turks &Tdolatrous Papiſts 
honouring every hedg-Prieſt of theirs, 
and have them in fin eſteem,  a- 

- boye their merits : - and it is obferv'd 
; "of the Grec/ans, how :they gave grea- 
ter” reſpect to their Philofophers than 
to their Oratours, becauſe theſe taught 
them only how to ſpeak, bur they 
how to live well. Let us learn ſome- 

- thing from them, to love faithful Mi- 
—_ who labour _ —_ inthe 
olpel,. It is a 1En and cannat 
miſs a Reward. TO Third. 
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Thirdly, It works towards the Peo- 

ple "of "Chriſt, our fellow-ſeryants; 
Profeſſours of Religion 'in the Power 
thereof ; of whom we may and oughr 
to have this hope, that -they are laid 
with us in the foundation - of Gard, 
This ſweet "Spice ſends” forth - irs 
ſmell that bears his Image, on whons 
it h the Image ofthe 
. firſt Beaury ; Fohn 13. 35. By this 
fhall all. men know ye are my Diſciples; 
if ye | have love: oue-go-"another.* Or 
ther. mens -diſciples 'are known by 
their Titles; Habits/Ceremonies;” as 
the Popes Shavelings arc: but Love 
is Chriſts:cognizance. - He who loveth 
bim who begets, loweth him alſo that: 
is begotten.” Gods Children are his 
; walking Pictures; -1f we-love -God, 
we ſhall love thoſe on whom#ihe 
hath drawn his Image ; yea, | tiot- 
withſtanding ſome infirmities ; as chil- 
dren love one another, though rhere 
be ſome. imperfections of Nature; and 
we love Gold in rhe Oir, aotwith- 
ſtanding itsDroflineſs.-'The beſt Saints 


have 
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have their blemiſhes ; rhe faireſt Face 
miy. _ a ſcar to diſgrace it. Yea, 


h poor, the we of God 
love their Fathers Ima og hun bi 


in never ſo mean a Fi 
we-'have not race or f afs.in of char 
meaſurc and degree'we fee it in 0- 
thers, yet if we loye it-in them and 
them . for it , we may be” confident, 
God hath begun his work in us. None 
can'prize Grace, * but they that have 
it.* Love of is the beginning of 
grace: Love'of good men with an 
lion of it%according to ability, 
r of ſpiritual goodneſs. It is a 
cxous ing to beat e 
ws ho e who love God; + to flight 
or oppoſe them 'in their gracious en- 
deavourss'yer'our Saviour hath fore- 
told: it; 7» the-latter. : here pat 
in and the love” uy ſhall 
wax cold. Where fin reigns, there is 


good pelifeſling 


bi wrt Os bob in'the fear” 
pts are comparet” No Pl 


zrees, 
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frees, becauſe they flouriſh ſoon;-:ro 
Cedar ,' becauſe . they continue; long. 
The' true Saint,' like Czar, is alway 
marching fogward. Travellers that 

o tosSea, meerly to be Sea-ſick, if'a 

lack, Cloud or ſtorm ariſe, -their 
Voyage isended, home they get-to 
the Harbour; they went. not forthzo 
be Weather-bearen, / or to. hide them- 
ſclves among the boiſterous billaws, 
but only for pleaſure. Bur the Mer- 
chant ;: that; is: bound 'for - a; Voyage; 
whoſe Calling -at 483, 41S-nor- daunted 
at the - farping - Wayes. and | fierce 
Winds , bur drives through with.r& 
ſolution.” They that-pretend only to. 
Religion, if-a ſtormy meer: themin'the 
way to Heaven, leave the way,. take 
ſhelter in-rhe Earth; as: a Snail, they 


put out their heads' to ſee: whatwew- , 
ther is abroad. ( what countenance Re-' 


ligion "achi'among thoſe whoſe names 
are written -itv greater Lerters | than 
others are ) and if the' Heavens frown; 
they ſhrink into the ſhell; eſteeniing 
thar// their! happinets. 1 But /\fuchs.as 


27! !t make 


Y 
% 
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make Religzon their, buſinefs, ſteer nor 
their courſe by ſuch-Cards; they fol- 
low. their Trade , | thongh they meer 
with many Tryals. The fcorching 
Sun of Perſecution , burns not up the 
flower of true Devotion. Philip, x.6: 
He - that hath begun a good work in 
you; will perform 1t , until the. day of 
Chriſt. Like a well-drawn_ PiQure, 
they have always: the fame Viſage ; 
or rather, asthe Deity; they continue 
one and the ſame'Attion ;- as Profperi- 
ty cannot charm them, {o neither can 

dverſity find Darts that arc able to 
abatetheir Chriſtian reſolution. Theſe 
flowers of Paradiſe wither not; be- 
<auſe'watered-ftrom Heaven. Blazing 
Comers -may fall. to the Earth, bur. 
fixed Stars. remain in their Orb : 
ace. may 'be-ſhaken in: the: Soul, 
{bur ſhall never be ſhaken out: of the 
Soul. It any Candles have;been put 
- Que, 4t was becauſe they were: not 
- 11 /Fhugs yoir-& the ſparklings of this 
matchleſs Diamond, the' plaid: wark- 


ingy. . 


ings olchis. game &f EleAion; Thus 
do the facred Writings ſet forth the 
beauty and oriency of it. 


®: 1. 


2. Hence divers are condemned. 

Firſt, The Jews, with all uncon- 
yerted Gentiles; who though they de- 
from ſome Evils, yet they name 

not the name of Chriſt; that's to the 
Fews a ſtumbling-block and to the Greeks 
fooliſhneſs, x Cor, 1. 2.3.1 As for the 
Fews, they pitching in their expeCta- 


tions upon a gloriqus Prince , who 


ſhould free & from the Roman 


yoak; would not fo endure to bedif- 
appointed,. as inſtead thereof ro. have 
a crucified. man, one in the form of a 
ſervant to be their Meſrah ; and there- 
fore would. not that he ſhould rcign. 


| over them, Luke 19. 4. and as 
" the Gentiles, judging it a fooliſh thin 


to expect. fe from. a dead\man, ang 
Glory from one who kept nor hi 
from, ſhame, and hearing Dottrines 

wholly 


'1t2] 

wholly inconfiſtent- with -what they 
had ſucked- in; did-theretore refuſe to 
ſubmir to Chrift. Bur woe be to them 
that ſtumble at this gone ; if Chriſt 
| be not the Ri/eng, he will be for the 
fall of men: No Diſeaſe fo fatal, as 
that which' tejetteth Cordials:: No 
ſtate fo deſperate as that which thruſt- 
«th away SaFration 3 A#s 23.746; - 

"Secondly," Papiſts ; who under the 
name of Qhtiff, rob hinr'of -his glo- 
ty ; renounce his Free-grare, and will 
fot endure - to' be ſhitt- out from all 
-- —uea rowards their own Salvation, 
xffirming © their works of Cond7zgyity 
and Congraity -to diſpofe- them to- 
- wards him - They like-not to hear 
of Diſcriminatmg-grace. ' - - + 

”. Thirdly, All Verbal Profefiors a- 
nongſt us ; that profeſs" they know 
Chriſt, - but in their works deny him, 
being diſobedient,' abominable ,' and to 
every {ar work reprobate. ' And theſe 
are either Speakers or Hearers. - 


x: Speakers 5 
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1, Speakers; who, are Catholick in 
Preaching, and heretical in Lihing ; 
having Chriſt-in the: Book but not 1n 
the Heart; ſpeaking like Balaams- 
Aſs to the underſtanding of others, 
but not to , their. own ; as the igno- 
\ rant. Dunce, the idle Drone, the co- 
vetous Worldling , ſwyniſh Drun- 
kard, prophane Swearer, the riotous 
miſpender of time, with Cards and 
Dice, Hawks: and Hounds; which 
were once: not thought fit Books for 
the Clergy ;- the uſurious Symoniſt and 
ambitious Nonreſident : , who pull 
down more, in fix days, than they, 
with many more and better , can 
build up in a year. I am loath to 
draw a line in any mans Picture with 
a black Coal; yer how many 'of 
this colour are .there to be ſcen -<c- 
very-where?. It is monſtrous, as 
Bernard . truly told Eugenins, | that 
men {ſhould have the higheſt feat in 
the Church, and the baſeſt life our 
of the Church. - Certainly, it is a 
*y H great 


. 
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oreat miſery , that they ſhould have 
many Souls committed to their truſt 
, and keeping , who cannot keep one, 
and thar their own. Theſe are Phy- 
ſirians who give Cordials ts others, 
and faint themſelyes. They are cal- 
led Stars, which are the Ornament 
of the Heavens, becauſe rhey ſhould 
be the Ornament of the Church ; 
but by their ſpotted and beleopard 
lives, they prove not $?ars , bur 
flains and blemiſhes of the Church. 


They are called Sa/r; but if the 


falt have loft its ſavout, wherewith 
foall it be ſeaſoned? This' hinders 
the converſion of People. Hence 
chey exclaim, Zow can freſh and ſalt 
water flow from the ſame fountain 2? 
they Ioath thoſe wholefom Truths 
raughr, as men loath good and whole- 
fom Meat, when it comes out of a 
foul Difh,' or as men like not the 
light: of a Candle, when ſet on a 
ucrifſh Candleſtick. Thus Fes ſons 


mizde the People abhor the Offerings | 


Yf 
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of the Lord, by their ,wicked lives; 
1:Sam, 24 5. 'Such' cauſe the Laws 
rels of the: Church to wither in theit 
hands , they defile lier Victories, ec- 
clipſe her Lights, and ſo become. Vi- 
pers in- the: Church'-of God ; yea, 
fiery [Torches to enflame his Temple; 
and as. falſe - Lights' on: the. ſhoar , 
they lead Ships to Sands and Rocks 
to ſplit them; _-: I: haye” read 'of 4 
Gentlewbman'\ who. 'rurned Atheiſt, 
becauſe ſhe lived under the Preach- 
| ing of a-great Do&or., that taught 
well, but lived licentiouſly ; It was 
he ( faid ſhe ) thart-conjurd 'up thoſe 
damnable thoughts in-my. Soul. Words 
bluſh where deeds do fail. 'Phyfician 
heal thy ſelf, He that fmites ano: 
ther with a 'wQunded Arm; alas; lie | 
{mites bur | faintly 5 becauſe whileſt 
he ſmites another, hei bleeds himſelf: 
Lacian the Apothecary made: himſelf 


ridiculous, by ſelling a Medicine to 
cure 'the- Cough in others, bur cured 
not himſelf : Thus he that reproves 
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another | of what himſelt is guilty, 
foameth ont his /' own ſhame. Be- 
ſides ; they. hinder their own Salva- 
tion. -. Among all others, the conyer- 
Fon of a Minſter :is. a matter of great 
difficulty; according to that ſharp 
ſpeech of Chryſaſtom, oneof the ſweer- 
eſt Preachers:'that ever ſpake ; Few 
Miniſters ſhozld.be ſaved : Wirth ſuch 
the-Lord : expoſtulates' the matrer , 
Pjalm' 50. 16:': What haſt thou to do 
to\take my mord within thy mouth, 
ſeeing. thau hateſt - to be. reformed : 
Thou that+ fayeſt'. a man fhould not 
fteal, doſt thou" fteal'? Rom. 2. The 
Eyes of all are upon ſuch; they who 
are.: blind as Moles in their own Er- 
_rours7 have [the Eyes of a Lynx to 
eſpy your aberrations. Miniſters muſt 
Praiſe as well as Preach Holineſs, 
or they mar all.” | A flaw in the Dia- 
mond, robs it of-its orient ſplendor : 
a Fly in the Apothecaries box, ſpoils 
the exragilocy of-irs Odour ; thus'it 
y Sr wy 


2. Hearers, 
{ 
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2. Hearers; that profeſs and ſpeak 
well; having Chriſt. often in their 
Ears and upon their Tongue , but a- 
nother in their Hearts .and Hands. 
Theſe carry a bright Light ina Dark- 
Lanthorn ; 'build their Neſts among 
the Stars, and make; their Bed ,in 
Hell. It is betrer not to ſhine, than 
not to be Gold, to be.Profeſlours. of 
Piety and Practitioners of, iniquity..1s 
a palpable contradiftion ; a golden 
Tongue and a leaden. Heart never 
matched together. Ir will prove,noz 
thing tor any one to have the Trym- 
pet on his Lip, who hath not..,the 
"Torch in his Hand. Why 'cal.ye,.ms 
Lord | and do not . the things that 1 
ſay > Such (ſhall be,; miſerably, rge- 
fed. Tamberlain' in his Wars, would 
not own a' pot of Gold. digd out of 
the Earth and preſented. to him, be- 
cauſe it had not his- Fathers ſtamp. 
Certainly , God will -own none. but 
thoſe who haye the ſtamp of Chriſt 
H 3 "0 
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on their Aftions. 'The ill deportment 
| of ſome who 'paſs' for Chriſtians , 
hath- made men - afraid to embrace 

1 1 Religion. - Hence ma- 
Fulſers Holy ny Pagans of old ſtep- 
War, p. 88." ' ped back, who had one 

3 ADFA) foot in the Church, 
when they ſaw- Chriſtians;—thar be- 
keved ſo well ,' live fo itt, breakin 
the Commandments againſt the C ed 
And as Chryſoſtom ſpake of the Con- 
tentions of the Church in his' time , 
viz, it a Gentife ſhould come and ſay, 
F would be a Chriſtian ; yer when he 
ſees 'fuch a Spirit of difſention a- 
mongſt them, one of Pazt.and ano- 
ther of | Apo}{o, ſuch' are 'their diver. 
Fries, that he*knows nor\which to 
chooſe, but muſt return 'ro/his Gem- 
tifm again; 'the ſame may be ſaid 
of the lives of 'many profeſſed Chri- 
ſtians; others "wilt be apt to-rhink;, 
that Religion (iS ho more' than a 'de- 
yout Complement; a ſevere. 'Policy. 
Prattice doth ſpeak louder than Pro- 
MENTED + mE- feſſion 


[ung] | 
ſeſſion only ; as the Emperour Jovs- | 
»ian told the Orthodox and Arrias | 
Biſhops, 7 canuot judg of your. Do- 
Greine ; but I can judg of your Lives, 
Praftice of | Holineſs is a powerful 
Loadſtong to draw others to 'a Jaye ' 
of Holinels. Bafi/ oblerves, that Ju-' 
lias in one of his Epiſtles wxiting 
to, Arſative, ſaith, that the Chriſtian: 
Religion. did flouriſh by che fanRi- 
ty: and liberality of them who -pro- 

{kd it. Wo be to them, who. by - 
their irregular practices, render it /q- 
dious !- You were all born to ferve 
God; and better you had never bzen ( 
born, than not to ſerve him unfeign- 
cedly and _univerially. As 4. Felvius 
faid to his Son, when he found him 
in Catalizes Conſpiracy ; Non ego ze 
Cataline genuz, ſed Patrie ; thus the 
Lord faich to every man, I gave 
you not a Soul, incomparable, more 
precious than the Purple and Scep- 
ters of Kings, to ſuffer it to wallow in 
| the filthineſs of the fleſh, and make 
H 4 it 
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it an inſtrument of ſenſuality, a Veſ- 
ſel of Abomination, wherein to pre- 
ſent it as a ſacrifice to-the Devil. God 
will one day pluck the Viſard from 
your Face and fay, All true Chriſti+ 


ans'T know, but who are ye'? Why 


did you take my Name upon you 
and __ depart | from ſin > depart 


- from me ye workers of iniquity. Mat- 


thew'7. 23. O conſider this'2 be- 
times, all ye that are Chriſtians iv 
Name, but Atheiſts in Prafice /: 
What wiſedom is it to be trimming} 
the Scabbard , whileft the 'Sword-19 
ruſting? to have a name only to live' 


, and yet be dead? A pompous Pros! 


fefſion without - ſuitable 'Converfati-- 
on is worth nothing. Conſider. 


 fay, and the Lord give | you under- 
ſtanding in all things. 2 


[2 
= 
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-3-+ This Dodrine offers matter of 
ſingular comfort to. all true  Chriſti« 
ans, 'a\ ſovereign - Cordial.' to revive 
and maintain rheir fainting - ſpirits; 
under all fears:;and cares: about; per? 
ſevering ;/to the; end, of their | Wary- 
tare ; -who find! the Seal, of Eleiok 
in themſelves, by examining -and ap 
plying the-Premiſſes;- :Who wame the 
name. of Chriſt: and- depart from ini»: 
quity. You are: part\of- Gods "Dild-, , 
ing, whoſe foundation 1s ſure. -Not- 
withſtanding all your failings, hel 
give ſtrength to :.bring-\taxth. The 
bruiſed Reed.dhall be turned into a, 
brazen Serpent, and the, ſmoaking: 
Elax. into a trivaphavt Flame. Chriſt's: 
crrand from Heaven +to;rEatth wag! 
not only to kindle a Divine Lite; 
bur; alſo. to propagate this:(Celeſtial 
Fire unto PerteCtion. He was never; 

/ abſent 
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abſent from this ſpark of Divinity in 
any poor Sinners breaſt, He is an 
incxhauſtible Fountain of ſpiritual lite, 
and eyer toucheth any poor Soul 
enliven'n'd wich ir, by an our-ſtretch- 
ed\Ray, and frecly lends his beams 
and difperſeth his influences unto it 
from the' beginning” to: the ending. 
What cver' change. you -may find 4n 
your! ſelves; or in any « naaryra you 
ſhall" find 'an 1eternal Identity 
As there! is 'no ſhadow wry "er 
his Being, fo not'in'(his Love. ng 
15-no vertical: Point.” /ſa.'5 4. 7. Warth 
, everlaſting pagan well 4 have mer- 
- 1 (AIG 4 
MN i £HIOIT 
'Qu. Day" bow can a « child; of God, 
—_ depart from iniquity ; Seemmg ne- 
0"; death can divade. fin from 
ſer Soul> Rom. 6. 7. bot mma 
Is trecd from fin. 


Anſ. Sin is tp be conſidera two 
ways: Fe" 
n" I. AS 
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i. As being in and with our Na- 
ture: ſo, we cannot be free from it 
here, in our mortal Eſtate , whil'ſt 
blaod is in our Veins, ſin. will be in 
our nature. When the Body and Soul 
is ſeparated by mortality, {in and the 
Soul ſhall be ſeparated; ro Eternity. 
Though in; ';.rhe: living man. Luſt 
18 //mortified. -* Sin hke  Sampſons 
hair,” though 4t'/ be cur, it 'will grow 
again and conie-o its ſtrength : as 
the feathers. of .a Fowl, - pluck them 
off,” they will came: forth again, only 
kill che Bird: and: they. growino more. 
2. As reigning in us 'and obeyed 
by us in- the. uſt rhereotz-{a we ma 
and muſt deparr-trom ir here, or el 
we ſhall never ſec rhe- Lord with 
comfort hereafrer. Rom: 6.12. Let 
not fin reign in'your mortal bodies, &c. 
Heb, 12. 14. Follow peace with all 
men and holineſs , without which, no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


Qu. Bur 


| [124 ] 
j; Qu. But ſuppoſe a man depart once 
from all jin' reigning in him , will not 
his: after-commiſſron of fin, annihilate 
and"extinguiſh his former departure ? 


. :Anſ. A-man may leave fin, only 
from a principle of morality ; as Po- 
lemon mentioned by St.. Aaſtin; who 
being an' Infidel, a young man de- 
prived ofthe knowledg: of the truc 
God; reſigned over to all fort of in- 
temperance ; Wine, 'love and play 
with":Raſhneſs, were - the Charior, 
which drew him to his downfal ; but 
* hearing' Socrates to read'an Ethick 
Lefture,of Vertue 'and Vice, went 
away changed 'and no-more followed 
his cxorbitances; and ſome _ others, 
as Cato, Seneca, Ariſtides, with divers 
others ſparking-brave Souls among the 
Romans, \who'ſecing, a beauty in Ver. 
tue, became renowned. for their ex- 
ccllent deportments. From this Prin- 
ciple, Sc2p/9 an Heathen and a Soldicr 


tao, 
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roo,. would nor petmit certain Cap- 
tive Virgins of exquiſite beauty, to be 
brought into his Preſence, Ne-quid 
de' Virginitatis integritate delibaſſe, 
ſaltem wvel-.oculis eta , as Florus 
faith; z. e.” that he might not fſetm 
to have ſipt rhe honour of their Cha- 
ſtiry,, ſo much as with' beholding 
them. - A man may. leaye_one fin 
and take up another which ſutes. bet- 
ter with his. Age and Place; 4orbear- 
ing fin only.ot defign. . How good 
was Joaſh, . ſo long as Fehojada the 
Prieſt lived 2 'The Lion-may look 
demure; whiPſt under invincible. re- 
ſtraint. Nero himſelf ated it very wor- 
'thily for the firſt five years, under 
the condudt of Sexeca. Others hide 
their ſins ; like thoſe who. ſhut their 
ſhop-windows, and follow their Trade 
within doors: Many deal with their 
ſins as Moſes his Mother dealt with 
him ; ſhe hid him in the Ark of Bul- 
ruſhes, as if ſhe"had letr him, bur. 
her Eye was ftill upon him, and. in 

concluſion 
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concluſion ſhe - became his Nurſe, 
Exod. 2. 9. Many hide theit fins 
from the Eyes of others, when their 
hearts go after them, and at. laſt 
they give the breaſt unto them. But 
what ; availeth ſuch a" praCtice 2 |: A 
'/hand taken oft from ſintul practices, 
withour a heart taken off from finful 
principles, . will be like a piece of 
ground , which when: fown again, 
yields more eticreaſe, of: like a ſtream 
that hath met with a damn, will run 
with a greater. violence , when the 
 Sluce is open'd, fo all rhis- comes to 
nothing. 


But this: 1. If a man once de- 
part from ſin, out of a love to God, or 
tcar of his Judgments and hatred of 
fin; if he do this freely and heartily, 
after-a&ts of in, thtough infirmity, 
can never annihilate ſuch a depar- 
tute. - | FX 

2. My reaſon is; When God for- 
gives one fin, he forgives all ; if _ 

| 1e 
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he forgives ever. So that an a@of 
fin, being in and coming from a  Re- 
gone man, .catinot diffolve the ha- 

it of juſtifying Grace. Grace was not 

got 'mecrly with humane actions, tiei- 
ther can it thereby be wholly loſt. 

3- I fay, that as wicked men 
may a&ually do that good duty, kee 
thax Commandment tor a time, whi 
habirually they - break and difallow'; 
fo \men, may and do ha- 
bitually keep thoſe Commandments, 
which they . do- aftually break ; be- 
cauſe they do .it not with-@ full con- 
ſent and. purpoſe. They till depart 
from that fin in heart, which in a& 
they may out of neceſſary weakneſs 
yield unto. | 

Many and” great are-the . Privile- 
ges'of Chriſt's Elect, while they name 
the name of Chriſt and ſtrive in the uſe 
of means againſt their own corrup- 
ruprions. The: Lord by his Spirit 
powerfully works in them Victory by 
depxees, with aſſurance .of Salyations 
2911 Uſe IV. 
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Laſtly, All may be: hence exhort= 
_ red, ' Profeſſoars or Prophane, and that 
. three ways, viz 1, 1-. 
© 1, That: you would ſeriouſly con- 
fider'of theſe: two-main fundamental 
parts of Chriſtianity 5: The - fogwdation 
' God and” aſſurance thereof ; as com- 
table and ſeaſonable in theſe Dack- 
fliding times, --whercin .there. are '10 
many - Errours .and fuch: diyerfity of 
Opinians vented_;. ſo; much troublc 
| felt and/ feared in Church and State, 
maugre the malice of Feſuits and 4r- 
minians, 'their:Patrons and defenders, 
Men or Devils; . Let the'ſervants of 
Chriſt know, The foundation of God 
ftands ſure, the Lord. knoweth who are 
his; and they ſhall never-be known 
to belong to-any ' other. This. cor- 
ſlider, as alſo the figns and marks of 
WIS Ele&ion, 


' Eleftion, that all may ſeck them, 


. ned bythe Apollle, —_———_ 


without a foundation, raſhly running 
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none may preſume of mercy withe 


2. That you would Tpeedil 
if you have not done it already.ol ay 
a foundation in your ſelves , | 
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repentance from dead works and f; 3 
towards God, The principal  reaſon' © 
why many Profeſſours fall backfrom, = 
or make ſuch monſtrous buildings in - * © 
their Profeſſion, by idle and ground« \ > 
leſs conceits, is, becauſe they began ©? 


4 = 
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with others, not conſidcring why or 
whither. wont» ac you - ce, . 
would do-nothing without a Fougda« © 
tion,” your ' practice muſt needs be 4 
prefurapeion, 35 tl 162 3%, lt 


3- That as you hope for ſalvation 
by Chriſt upon this foundation , you 
would examine your ſelyes, according 
to the former evidences. It is —_ 
| = cd . 
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"2 Þ rious | ur rig did ſc- 
-- cxetl; ave his own upon it; fo 
$a e Lo ord of Heaven hath interwoven 


"oh own Image .in his People,” which 
ET "1 ains as 2 mark whereby they.may 
TY 7 " betkno\ n to be his own workmanſhjp, 


= Fearch' ir out-in you: allow nothing 
het } ſou, which-is or may be condemn: 
= edby you. Ler nothing be. ated. in 
x ieWorld, ono ankyered 
in another. (They/can-have. no hope at 
#2 the'general Afſizes; whoſe Conſcience 
= "condemns them befbre the: APPETINg 
| 207 rhe Judg..) .That. ſo, 
2 Lordicometh in glory,” he may, know 
you ro'be his 'own; ſealed with- his 
Spirit; -waſh'd-in- is Blood and cloath- 
ed wich his Rightcoutneſs ;, for whom 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs was, pre- 
= © pared, .before the $a" of the 
>, world were latd. | 
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Whar ſhould hinder ak Meh R. 
Women. from atfurance of :Hleayen 2 
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arg: are Teen, both etc 
nally ſealed. Who ſhall ſe vac 
from from the love of Chriſt » thalll 
tan or wicked men? tempratig 
perſecution ? poverty or death? 1 
of all, nothing of all : for zhe po 


tion of God flands ſure, having tl 


Seal, The Lord\iknoweth who are } 77 
and tet every 
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one that nameth the 


name of Chrift, _— from one” yk A 
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Glory be to God 7 in the Higheſt ! pe n2 
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